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TAURANGA LAWN TENNIS CLUB 
Newsletter – August 2013 

 
We‟ve been very fortunate this winter to have had only a few days of tennis interrupted by the 
weather.  Now, the start of the summer season is here.  The official seniors‟ summer opening day for 
2013/14 is this Saturday 7 September and for juniors, there are two mornings scheduled.  We look 
forward to seeing you all there. 
 
 
 

SENIORS SUMMER OPENING DAY 

 
 
 

Saturday 7 September 
 

Welcome in the Summer Season  
by wearing your BRIGHTEST tennis clothing 

 
 

 
 
 

Club Play from 1pm 
 

 Be at the club by 1.30pm 
 to play in a Handicap tournament  

 
Prizes for the winners 

 
Happy Hour, BBQ & nibbles following play 

 
 

Enquiries:  Maryanne McGarva (578 9298) or Peter Disney (576 5536) 
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JUNIORS SUMMER OPEN MORNINGS 
 

 

 SUNDAY 8 SEPTEMBER:   

o New Members, Beginners & Pre-Interclub 9.00am–10.00am  

o New Members & Interclub 10.00am–11.30am  

     

 SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER:   
o New Members, Beginners & Pre-Interclub 9.00am–10.00am  

o New Members & Interclub 10.00am–11.30am  

 

Come down for some games and coaching.  Find out what is planned for this season and catch up 

with friends. 

 

Enquiries:  Luis Luna (021 081 12345) or Beth Hughes (5791427)   
 
 

NEW WEBSITE 
  
Thanks to the hard work and dedication of Tauranga Lawn Tennis Club members Lisa and Andrew 
Mahon, we will shortly have a fantastic new website!  
 
The final touches are being added at this moment so keep an eye out in your email inbox for the link 
when it goes live and add it to your favourites. 
 
 You will find almost everything you could possibly want to know about Tauranga Lawn Tennis Club 
(and maybe a few things you wish you didn‟t?!). News updates, tournaments, sponsors, membership 
information, your committee…it‟s all there. 
 
If there is something you think should be added, please let us know. Contact details will be included in 
the email notice. 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
 
Thank you to all who attended the Annual General Meeting on 27 July.  We are pleased to have 
elected a good balance of experienced and new members to the Management Committee. 
 
If there are any issues or ideas that you think we should consider that will improve the club, please 
feel free to contact any of the club officers or committee members.  Alternatively, drop us a note in the 
suggestion box.    
 
The club officers and committee members for 2013 /14 are: 
 

Patron Bob Byrne 578 0712 
President Kevin Tims 576 1112 kevin.tims@clear.net.nz 
Vice President Dave Hawkes 579 5269   
Secretary Lynda Fleming 575 0627 tltcsecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer Beth Hughes 579 1427 beth@clearthink.net    
Club Captain Peter Disney  576 5536     
Club Captain Maryanne McGarva 578 9298 
Mid-Week Ladies’ Convener Helene Paterson 544 7344 
Juniors’ Convener Beth Hughes 579 1427 beth@clearthink.net 
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Committee Members Carol Erickson 578 7141 
 Keith Kerr 574 0646 
 Krish Shekaran 985 6175  
 Tim Reader 578 9188   
 Alan Bunce 579 3879 
 Bob Larsen 543 3139 
 Lisa Mahon 576 8188 
 Kay Wynn 577 1940 
 
 
Club Head Coach Luis Luna 021 081 12345 lunatenis@hotmail.com 
      
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
The subscriptions for 2013/14 recommended by the outgoing committee were adopted at the AGM.    
These are unchanged from last year. 
 
Senior Men / Women $285   ($265) 
Couples   $525   ($485) 
Students   $190   ($175) 
Juniors   $205   ($199) 
Family   $715   ($695) 
Country   $145   ($135) 
Non-playing  $60    
 
Subscription renewal notices for all members will be sent out over the next few weeks.  For those on 
e-mail, this will be via e-mail.  It will be posted out to all those not on e-mail.    
 
Please note the deadline for the discount for prompt payment i.e. before 30 September.  
Payment after this date means that you will be expected to pay the full amount listed above, 
rather than the discounted rates shown in brackets.    
 

CLUB CAPTAINS’ NOTE 
 

We are looking forward to a great 2013/2014 season and carrying on with our „double act‟ from the 
previous two years. 
 
Hopefully, our opening day will be bathed in sunshine.  We are running a Handicap tournament (rules 
will be explained) which will be followed by Happy Hour. The barbeque will be sizzling and nibbles will 
be provided, so put the date in your diary and come and join us – even if you don‟t often get to club 
days.  
 
 As always, we are keen to hear your views and suggestions about how things are going and how we 
can improve our club and help you to get more out of your tennis.  All your comments (both positive 
and negative!) will be treated in an open, friendly and constructive manner. 
 
We are still awaiting confirmation of when the interclub competitions for 2013/14 will begin but are 
anticipating a start date in early October.  
 
There is a change to the Premier grade interclub this year. Teams will be combined, with the men 
playing two doubles and four singles, and the women playing one doubles and two singles. Feel free 
to come down and support our teams when they are playing at the club. You can enjoy some good 
tennis, have a drink at the bar and help give us a home team advantage!  Parents, your junior players 
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might enjoy watching some of the best players in our club battle it out with other top players in the 
region. Who knows, they may be inspired to play in the premier grade themselves one day! 
   
Last but not least, welcome to all new members.  We hope you are enjoying your tennis and the 
company.  And to all members, please welcome any new people you see.  Show them around and 
introduce them to other members.  If they are looking to join, information on subscriptions etc. is kept 
in the office.  Please feel free to hand this out and to take names and phone numbers so that we can 
follow up any interest. 
  
Peter Disney & Maryanne McGarva - Club Captains 
 

 

MID-WEEK LADIES NOTE 
 

Mid-week ladies‟ tennis continues to have good support on a Wednesday morning.  The good old 
stalwarts turn out in good weather and bad, and recently we have had attendance from new younger 
players which is great.  
  
This past year, Interclub season was divided into two halves, the first one starting in September finishing 
at Christmas and the second one, with totally new teams, starting in February and finishing at the end of 
April.  This new format was chosen to see if numbers after Christmas would improve on what was seen 
in earlier years.  The outcome was no different from previous years, so the format will be re-visited at the 
Mid-week Interclub Ladies‟ AGM.  We had mixed results, with our Division 1 narrowly missing out on 
winning, our Division 2 team winning before Christmas and our Division 3 team winning after Christmas.  
Well done, girls! 
  
Entries were down in the Gill Forrest Trophy competition, but all who took part enjoyed themselves and 
played good tennis.  The winners of the doubles were Kay Wynn and Shirley Morrision, with Barabara 
Kimber and Sandy Allott the runners-up.  The singles was won by Lynda Fleming who did a great job of 
knocking out all the competitors, seeded above her. 
  
The Brumby‟s tournaments were again very popular and our thanks go to Sue Blomquist who again 
sponsored the days.  Due to her very generous sponsorship, we were able to raise over $1000 for the 
club.  Incidentally, the tournaments, due to name change will in future be known as the Blomquists 
Bakery Tournaments.    
  
Our ladies have continued to be involved in catering for the various tournaments that have been held at 
our club.  The money we raised enabled us to donate $1000 towards the main committee, buy a new 
BBQ for the club, a battery operated vacuum cleaner, a ladder for the maintenance man, new bins for 
the cloakrooms and toilets and we were able to make contributions to two promising juniors attending 
Nationals.  Our grateful thanks go to Audrey, Mary Buchanan and Viv and all the other volunteers who 
gave up their time to work in the kitchen.  
  
Luis, the club coach has seen fit to take the „old girls‟ for coaching especially in strategic doubles play.  It 
is with regret, though, that, however keen the mind is, the body is just not able to keep up with his great 
ideas.  It‟s not that we don‟t want to do what he tells us, we just can‟t!  Nevertheless, we all enjoyed the 
coaching sessions, we thank Luis for giving up his time, and dream of playing like Sharapova sometime 
in the future.  
  
I have had a great committee supporting me this past year.  Nothing was ever too much trouble, their 
advice was invaluable and even though our committee meetings never lasted more than 10 minutes, 
everything was accomplished with such efficiency.  
  
We look forward to a year of ever-improving tennis and great camaraderie.  
  
 Helene Paterson 
Mid-week Ladies Tennis Convenor 



5 
 

Midweek Ladies’ Interclub AGM 
 
A very productive meeting was held at Mount Maunganui Tennis Club.  Many details are still being 
finalised, including the number of teams and make up of those teams. However, it was agreed by a large 
majority that the format will return to that used in previous years, with one competition played from 
October through to March or April. 
 
A start date of 14 October has been confirmed, allowing two weeks play before Labour weekend. The 
last week of play before Christmas will be 9 December, leaving 16 December free to catch up on any 
match that may need to be rescheduled due to weather i.e. a “rain day”. There may be some adjustment 
to the dates, depending on the number of teams in each division. 
 
The dates for next year have yet to be confirmed. However, the committee are working towards 
everyone finishing on the same date and holding the prizegiving after play on the final day, as it was so 
successful last season. 
 
Congratulations to Barbara Kimber who will join Laurel McAfferty and Win Spencer on the match 
committee. 
 
More information will follow as details are finalised.  We look forward to an enjoyable and successful 
season of interclub. 
 
Lynda Fleming 
Secretary 
 
 
 

JUNIORS NOTE 
 
We would like to invite all existing and new members to our Summer Season Registration Mornings 
for 2013.  
 
Although many of you have kept your tennis going through the winter months, for some it‟s your first 
chance to start preparing for the tennis activities ahead.  Bring your racquet and bring your friends! 
 
If you want to be involved in our busy junior programme you must register at one of the following 

mornings.  There is so much going on this season you don‟t want to miss out! 

 

 SUNDAY 8 SEPTEMBER:   

o New Members, Beginners & Pre-Interclub 9.00am–10.00am  

o New Members & Interclub 10.00am–11.30am  

     

 SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER:   

o New Members, Beginners & Pre-Interclub 9.00am–10.00am  

o New Members & Interclub 10.00am–11.30am  

 

Come down for some games and coaching.  Find out what is planned for this season and catch up 

with friends. 
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Watch out for Hot Shots! 
We will be launching our brand new Tennis Hot Shots Programme on October 14th.  This is a really 

exciting new initiative.  If you wish to know more about this visit the  Hot Shots info pages  on the 

Tennis NZ website 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Interclub  
This year‟s competition starts on Saturday November 2 and will finish around 7-14 December.  We 
need to confirm and enter all the teams by October 21.  If you want to play please make sure that you 
let Luis know at registration.  If you are prepared to help out by managing a team please let Beth or 
Luis know.  This is a great way to be involved with the club. (Full training will be given!!) 
 
AIMS Games Tennis Tournament September 16-20  
This Intermediate Schools Competition starts on September 16 and runs all week at the Mount Tennis 
Club.  It‟s a great event featuring some of New Zealand‟s top young tennis players.  Spectators are 
free so go along and enjoy the tennis.  Good luck to all our juniors who are competing whether at 
tennis or in many of the other sports being played in AIMS week. 
 
Other Dates for the Diary 
Primary & Intermediate Schools Tournament October 30 & 31 – Papamoa 
Secondary Schools Tournament (Years 9 & 10) November 1 – Rotorua 
 
Luis’s Holiday Clinic 
Luis will be running a holiday clinic in the first week of the school holidays Monday 30 September to 
October 2 12pm-3pm.  More details to follow.  
 
Friday Junior Club Night 
As well as the weekly coaching, all players are encouraged to join our social Friday club night. Pre-
Interclub players will participate in coaching / game play from 3.30pm – 4.30pm.  Interclub players will 
be able to come down from 3.30pm – with coaching drills from 4.30 to 5.30pm.  This is a great warm-
up for the interclub matches on Saturday mornings. 
 
We also encourage families to come down and join us. The table tennis table will be up.  The kitchen 
will be open selling the usual snacks and ice blocks, and also the bar!!  It‟s a great wind down at the 
end of the working week! 
 
Sunday Club Day 
This is a planned new club session aimed at giving juniors and seniors a chance to play some tennis 
together in a relaxed family atmosphere. More information to follow. 
 
Parent Help 
Although we don‟t have a formal junior committee it is always helpful to know that there are parents 
who are prepared to help with the few jobs that occasionally require some assistance.  This could 
include helping out on club nights, being a manager for a Saturday morning interclub team, finding 
sponsors or coming up with other fundraising ideas.  If you feel that you can assist in growing our 
great junior club, please contact Beth or Luis. 
 
Beth Hughes e mail beth@clearthink.net or phone: 021 442 644 or 579 1427 
Luis Luna e mail: lunatenis@hotmail.com or phone:  021 081 12345 or 544 3614 
 
Beth Hughes, Junior Convener 

http://www.tennisnz.com/Article.aspx?ID=9388
mailto:beth@clearthink.net
mailto:lunatenis@hotmail.com
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COACH’S CORNER 
 
I am back from my holiday in beautiful, sunny Mexico and I am looking forward to another year of 
teaching again!     
 
I am very keen to help all of you get the best out of your tennis – whether you are 5 or 105! 
 
Please feel free to ask me about any aspect of tennis and if you are interested in improving your 
technique, your footwork and your on-court strategies, I can offer private individual or group lessons.  
 
So get your interclub team or playing companions together and speak to me. 
 
Luis Luna - Head Coach 
 
 

FREE COACHING FOR NEW MEMBERS 

 
 
Are you new to the club? Are your skills a bit rusty? Parents, have you been watching your children 
play and thinking that it looks likes fun? Well, it is!  
 
If you‟d like to play but are maybe lacking a bit of confidence or need to refresh your skills, Luis is 
offering FIVE FREE coaching sessions for new adult members on Wednesday evenings 6.30 - 
7.30pm and Friday mornings 9.30 -10.30am. 
 
Come along! You‟ll soon be joining in club days and wondering why you waited so long! 
 
To register your interest, please contact Lynda Fleming on 575 0627, or email to 
tltcsecretary@gmail.com.  Details are still to be finalized.   
 
 

OTHER NEWS 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO LIFE MEMBER PETER DISNEY 
 
Also as mentioned at the AGM, we are delighted to congratulate Peter Disney on being elected to Life 
Membership of the club.  This is a thoroughly well-deserved reward for someone who has been 
associated with the club since his days as a junior and still contributes so much, both on and off the 
court.  Congratulations Peter! We are very fortunate to have you as part of our club. 
 
VISITORS 
 
Visitors are always welcome at the club.  Please feel free to bring your friends and family along to 
enjoy our facilities.  Do remember that as a club member, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to ensure 
that visitors‟ fees are paid before play commences.  If, after three visits, they decide to join, the cost of 
those visits will be refunded from the joining fee.  Make sure you fill in the register with their details. 
 
THE SILK TREE HAS GONE… 
 
As I‟m sure some of you have noticed, the silk tree that shaded our deck area has been removed.  
While it did provide beautiful dappled shade in the summer, it also required more care than we were 
able to give it.  It will be replaced with a shade cloth, and after consultation with some of our more 
gifted gardeners, containers filled with suitable plants.  Many thanks to midweek ladies for funding this 
project. 
 
 

mailto:tltcsecretary@gmail.com


8 
 

OLD RACQUETS 
 
Do you have any racquets that are in good condition that you no longer use?  Occasionally, people 
come to the club wanting to play but don‟t have a racquet.  It would be very helpful if we had a few 
that could be lent to prospective members or visitors.  If you have a racquet that you‟d be willing to 
donate, please bring it along to the club.  We‟ll put it to good use! 
 
SUGGESTION BOX 
 
Just a reminder that we do have a suggestion box downstairs. Feel free to use it and share your 
constructive ideas with the rest of us!  It would be great if you signed your suggestion so we know 
who to thank. 
 
COURT REPLACEMENT AND MAINTENANCE – THANK YOU FIRST SOVEREIGN TRUST 
 
We are extremely fortunate to have received a significant sum of money from First Sovereign Trust to 
allow us to do some planned maintenance on courts 1-7 and to completely replace courts 8, 9 & 10.  
Thank you First Sovereign Trust!!! 
The new courts are settling in and everything is going as it should. At the moment, Keith and his team 
of willing helpers are working on courts 5, 6 and 7. With any luck, the weather will hold so this can be 
completed in time for our opening day.   
 
A big THANK YOU goes to everyone who has been involved with this project. Many people have 
worked extremely hard and in sometimes very difficult conditions, from the planning stage more than 
twelve months ago, through to the final stage of maintenance we are now in. The courts look 
wonderful and more importantly, will be safer and more enjoyable to play on. 
 
CARING FOR OUR CLUBHOUSE AND COURTS 
 
The club is staffed by volunteers.  We do not have full time caretakers, cleaners, security guards, 
groundsmen or kitchen hands.  As such, we all have a responsibility to do what we can to keep our 
club safe, clean and tidy.  If there are little things that you notice that need doing, like rubbish picking 
up, or the kitchen or changing rooms tidying please feel free to help.  Also, feel free to use the court 
groomers to sweep leaves and other debris off the courts and stack them flat at the back corner of 
Court 10 when you have finished.  If there are any other problems that you are aware of, please let 
Keith McFarlane, or any committee members know.   
 
Also, a reminder, please could you ensure that if you are the last to leave the courts, you 
check that the doors to the clubhouse have been locked and that the gates to the front and 
rear of the courts have been closed securely behind you. 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
 
As part of our pre-season tidy up we have been sorting out the downstairs office.  To help us, please  
check the lost property box in the office to see if you are the owner of any of the many items that we 
have „collected‟ over the year.  We have made a significant dent in the pile but there are still a few 
remaining items.  At the end of September, any unclaimed items will be washed thoroughly (!) and 
donated to a suitable charity. 
 
COURT LIGHTING 
 
With the nights getting lighter the requirement to use floodlights for evening  tennis will reduce but just 
a reminder, when using the lights, please note the following to help minimise the club‟s power bill:  
 

 Only turn the lights on for the number of courts that are required 

 If lights are on and there is a spare court already lit please use that court 

 As players leave please turn off the lights on all courts that are not required 

 If you are the last person to leave please ensure all lights are turned off 
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COMMUNICATION 
 
Communication within the club is a priority and thanks to our club administration system, „Promato‟ it 
is easy to let you know what is going on in the club more frequently with notices about court usage, 
tournaments, socials, working bees etc.  
 
 Please let us know your email address and remember to tell us if you change it.  For those of you not 
on e-mail, please check the notice-board as all important notices will be posted there.   
 
Also, if you have any queries or can‟t get to the club please feel free to check out our new website 
(details to follow),  contact Lynda Fleming directly (575 0627), or contact any of the other committee 
members who will happily keep you up to speed with what is going on.    
 
AND FINALLY 
 
We wish all members a great season and look forward to seeing you on the opening days. 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to all our generous sponsors: 
 

AMCAL FAULKNERS PHARMACY   *   ANZ BANK  *  BAY ENGINEERS SUPPLIES 
BAY PHYSIOTHERAPY   *   BAY RADIOLOGY   *   BDO   *   BETHLEHEM PHARMACY 

BLOMQUISTS BAKERY   *     CENTRALMED   *   COONEY LEES MORGAN    
EVES REALTY  *  GARDEN COURT MOTEL   *   HOBEC   *   MATUA LIFE CARE 

 METRO PHARMACY  *   MOUNT WRECKING COMPANY   *    
   PAK'N SAVE  *   WRIGHT SPORTS 

 

                                        
 

   
 

  
 

Special thanks to  

COONEY LEES MORGAN – LAWYERS 
for sponsorship of this newsletter 

 

http://www.lionfoundation.org.nz/

