
TENNIS ETIQUETTE 
 
Of all sports, tennis is famous for its etiquette. Tennis has official regulations that players must 
abide by, but there are also numerous unwritten rules that are equally important for any player to 
know. While sticking to a bunch of rules about how to behave on a tennis court might sound 
stuffy and old-fashioned, tennis etiquette actually makes the sport more enjoyable to play and 
watch. 
 
Good tennis etiquette won’t give you a bigger serve or a more accurate backhand but it will 
make you more fun to share a court with. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Know the name(s) of your opposition. 
 

DECISIONS, DECISIONS … 
To see who serves first, spin your racket. If you win the spin, the choice is yours. You may 
choose one of the following: i) to serve, ii) to receive, iii) pick which end of the court you would 
like or iv) make your opponent choose. 
 

WARM-UPS 
If you’re playing singles, you should always warm up with your opponent before your match 
begins. However, this is not the time to practice competitively. For the most part, you shouldn’t 
hit at full pace and you certainly shouldn’t try to hit winners. Place your shots around the middle 
of the court so your opponent can easily return the ball without having to hustle around the court. 
 
You should stop the ball and catch it when you’re warming up your serves. Additionally, you 
should not hit returns unless you warn your opponent and let him know that you’d like to take a 
few practice service returns. You can warm up with your partner, rather than your competition, if 
you’re playing doubles. 
 
Keep your pre-match warm-up brief – the pros stick to five minutes, and so should you. 
 

SCORING MADE EASY 
The server should always announce the set score before the start of each game and the game 
score before each point. State the score loudly and in a clear voice. It will help to minimise 
disagreements; you do not want to recap each point at the end of the game if there is any 
confusion. Additionally, announcing the score lets the receiver know that you are ready to begin 
the next point. 
 

GOT TWO? 
Make sure the server always has two balls at their end of the court. When you are feeding balls 
up the court, roll them back under the net within reach of the server, or gently return them over 
the net. Don’t delay play by spraying them around. Retrieve balls for your partner and your 
opponent. 
 
Servers should always keep a tennis ball in their hand, pocket, or ball clip during a match. Even 
the most patient tennis players despise waiting for their opponent to find a ball to serve. If  you 
notice that your opponent is searching for a ball, take a look around your side of the court. 
 
Try to keep any extra tennis balls against the back fence. Tennis balls are a hazard if they are 
lying around the court. Keep them flush against the fence so you can easily pick them up when 
needed. 
 
Ready to serve? Make sure your opponent is ready to receive. 
 
If a server is interrupted between their first and second serve by a ball rolling from another court, 
which requires a break in play, the server should be offered a further two serves. 



 

NO RETURN NECESSARY 
If your opponent serves a first-serve fault, don’t delay play by hitting a return back unless the call 
was so close that you had no option but to hit the ball. 
 

A TIME AND A PLACE 
While the rules say you should take no more than 20 seconds between points, unnecessary 
lagging is frowned upon. In doubles, keep the high-fives and discussions between points within 
the time allowed. 
 
Be respectful of your opponent. While it’s fine to celebrate your successes it’s not polite to pump 
your fists, hiss “yes” or high-five spectators when your opponent makes an error. 
 

DO THE RIGHT THING 
Apologise if you win a lucky point or if you accidentally hit your opponent with a ball. 
 
If playing mixed doubles of a social nature, male players should avoid aiming their shots towards 
a female who is playing at net. 
 

IN OR OUT? 
Make line calls clearly and promptly. If you cannot clearly tell whether your opponent’s shot is in 
or out, it’s in. You must be 100 percent sure you’re making the correct call, so the benefit of the 
doubt goes to your opponent if there’s any uncertainty on your part. To be safe, return all of your 
opponent’s shots regardless of whether it’s in play, and call the shot out in a clear voice if you 
know that it’s out. 
 
You should not make calls on your own shots that land on the other side of the court. You have 
to respect your opponent’s decision and trust that they’re an honest player. 
 
In doubles, you should not call balls wide if you are on the far sideline and your partner is closer 
to the ball. Most likely, your partner has a better angle to judge whether it landed in or out, so 
rely on your teammate’s judgment. Similarly, let your partner make the call if you are receiving a 
serve and your teammate is standing near the service line. He has a better angle to see the ball, 
and you should trust that he will make the right call. 
 
While it’s rude to question your opponent’s line calls, if you really think you are being diddled ask 
once, firmly: “are you sure?” then move on. 
 
If there is a disagreement, offer a let. In other words, replay the point, even if it was a second 
service. 
 

WALK WITH CARE 
Don’t walk behind another court during a point, across someone else’s court while they’re in the 
middle of a game or interrupt a point on another court to retrieve a ball. 
 
Stop play and re-start the point if a ball from another court rolls onto your court. You should 
always wait for the players on the other court to finish their point before you return their ball. You 
can keep the ball against the back fence on your court if you don’t want to interrupt their rally. 
 

LEAVE THE TANTRUMS FOR THE TODDLERS 
Don’t have a tantrum if things aren’t going your way. Even if you’re playing badly, refrain from 
throwing your racquet, shouting, crying or looking dejected. Undoubtedly, your attitude effects 
how you play, so try to have fun and stay positive. Additionally, it’s disrespectful to your 
opponent to look miserable after every point. Give them credit if they play an excellent shot, and 
keep your head up. 
 
In doubles please accept with good grace, the actions of your partner. Support each other. 
 



FOCUS ON YOUR MATCH 
Keep your attention on the court – don’t chat to spectators, interrupt a game to answer your 
mobile phone or do anything else that might distract your opponent or delay play. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
At the end of the match, shake hands firmly with and congratulate your opponent(s). In doubles, 
also shake your partner’s hand. 
 
 
 

TENNIS ETIQUETTE FOR 
SPECTATORS 

 
Watching tennis matches is different from watching some other sports. Tennis is a quieter sport, 
and spectators are expected to follow certain guidelines. Here are some things to remember: 
 
• Spectators should not coach or talk directly to players during matches 
• Spectators should not make complaints about “bad” line calls. Players are solely 

responsible for resolving all matters on their own. Players/coaches may request line judges 
if needed. 

• Spectators should not correct a score or any rule mistakes players make. 
• Spectators should keep voices respectfully quiet during and just before the beginning of any 

points.  
• Spectators should not cheer, shout encouragement, or applaud during a point or serve. 
• Applaud - after the point - for a long rally, well played point, or clean winner. Do not applaud 

for unforced errors, bad serves or double faults. Applauding or laughing after an error is 
usually seen as disrespectful even if your player of choice earned a point due to his/her 
opponent’s misfortune. 

 


