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Newsletter – April 2016 
 

PRESIDENT’S NOTE 
 
Due to my on-going tennis elbow, unfortunately I haven’t managed to play any tennis this 
season.  However, it has given me the opportunity to watch more tennis than usual - and as a spectator this 
year’s Club Championships have been some of the most entertaining I can recall.    
  
We have seen new club champions crowned in the Mixed Doubles, the Men’s and Ladies’ Doubles and the 
Ladies’ Singles.  The Men’s Singles final is scheduled for the afternoon of Saturday May 7th and judging by 
the progress of the competition to date, it is likely to be a match of the highest calibre.  Please note this 
date in your diary and come down to watch some top-class tennis.    
  
The Junior Club Championships have also been played with the standard of competition and number of 
entries high.  I was present at the prize-giving and particularly enjoyed chatting to the winners of the 
Hotshots Divisions who are the newest and youngest of our players.  Luis and his coaching team are doing 
an incredible job inspiring a life-long passion for tennis amongst the junior members of our club.  
  
Outside Tauranga Lawn, arrangements are progressing for the new Tennis Western Bay of Plenty 
Association which goes live on July 1st.    There is a meeting of club delegates on May 2nd where the 
incorporation documentation will be signed by the 9 founder member clubs. Key to the success of this body 
will be the volunteers that form the Executive Committee.  They will be accountable to the clubs in WBOP 
and their role will be to give direction to the General Manager.  Hopefully you will have seen the nomination 
forms and background documentation that have been circulated outlining the positions that need to be filled 
in the new association. These are:    
  
Chairperson   
Secretary  
Treasurer  

Grants Convener  
Junior Convener  
Junior sub-committee member x 2  

  
As a club we are required to nominate at least 1 person for each of these positions.  If you have any 
interest in any of the positions, or you would like to nominate someone, or if you would like to talk further 
about any of the roles and what might be required please contact me.  We are required to submit our 
nomination forms by May 6th with elections being held on Sunday May 15th.      
     
The recruitment process for the General Manager for Tennis WBOP is also about to start.  This is a part-
time position of 20 hours a week on average with a remuneration package of $20,000.  This will be 
advertised through the Tennis NZ and Tennis Waikato Bays networks including tennis clubs and also the 
Sport BOP database.  This will be an exciting opportunity to have a big impact on growing tennis across 
WBOP and will be essential in making Tennis WBOP a success.  If you are interested, please contact me 
for more information.   
  
Finally, I would like to thank all our management committee members for their continued dedication to the 
club.  And as always, if you have any suggestions on how we can make things work better at the club, 
please let us know.   
  
Beth Hughes  
President 
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Au Revoir Bob Byrne 
 
 
On a sad note we record the passing of our Patron Bob Byrne on 26th April 
at the age of 93 years.  
 
His funeral was held at Tauranga Park on 2nd May and it is very pleasing to 
report the excellent attendance by club members including past club 
members, some of whom travelled long distances to be present.   
 
John Parker and John Palmer spoke on behalf of the club covering Bob’s 
time with the club and particularly with the “Tuesday group”. 
 
Bob joined our club in 1961 after transferring across from the Waikato and 
has been a member ever since, a continuous membership of 55 years.  
 
He was President in 1968 and 1969, was made a Life Member in 1999 and 
has been our Patron for the last 10 years. 
 

 Since joining Bob has been a very active member playing several times a week, every week. He was 
always one of the first to arrive for play and one of the last to stop playing, even on the hottest days.   
 
As he aged he adapted his court position and even his equipment to make the most of his skills and still 
amazingly good reflexes.  It has been reported before but is worth reporting again the fact that he and Mark 
Gilmour won the consolation plate in last year’s April Pak’nSave tournament. He and Mark played three 
matches and won the final in a tiebreak 11-10. Not bad for a 92-year-old!!! 
 
He not only played but also attended working bees and in his role as Patron attended committee meetings 
regularly.  
It is fair to say that Bob has become something of a legend at the club.  His skills, his enthusiasm, his 
friendship, his willingness to help and his personality will be sadly missed.  
 
A quote from Abraham Lincoln: 
 
“In the end, it’s not the years in your life that count. It’s the life in your years.” 
 
Bob achieved very well on both counts!          
 
Courtesy of John Palmer. 
 
 

TLTC COMMITTEE VACANCIES 
 
Unfortunately, a few of the well-established committee members are standing down in July. Our 
appreciation and thanks go out to these members, for the time and effort they have invested into 
the club. 
 
We are endeavoring to draft some new members to fill the following positions:  
Club Captain/s, President, Treasurer and Secretary.  
 
If you think being on the committee is too much of a commitment but still want to help, consider 
joining a sub-committee – no committee meetings to attend. Think Social, Maintenance, Match, 
Promotions, Sponsorship, Bar, Juniors….there is so much to do and we appreciate those of you 
who do help out all the time. It’d be great if we could spread the load a bit more. 
If you are interested, or would like to nominate someone for any of these roles, please contact 
Beth Hughes 07 5791427. 

 Doreen & Bob Byrne 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 
TLTC MIDWEEK LADIES TOURNAMENT  

Sponsored by Blomquists Bakery, Wednesday 18th May 2016, Women’s 
Doubles, $10 per player, contact Gay Wright 07 5447071. 

 
 

TENNIS SENIORS AGM 
Will be held at Tauranga Lawn Tennis Club on Saturday 21st May 2016 at 4pm. Tennis Seniors 
WBOP players from other clubs will be joining us for club play - please make them welcome. 
 
WINTER BUSINESS HOUSE 
This competition kicks off on Wednesday 1st June 2016 at 6.30pm. 
 
SENIOR PRIZE-GIVING & AGM 2015/2016  

 
Sponsored by Thump Sports and Bay 
Physiotherapy 
The Senior Prize-giving for the 2015/2016 season will be 
held at TLTC on Saturday 23rd July, 2016 at 3pm, in 
conjunction with the AGM. See you there. 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
As always there are a large number of people to thank who go the extra mile 
to help out the club. I apologise if I have missed anyone out. 
 

x Dave McLoughlin for generously giving his time, expertise and money to 
design, have built and then paid for a court groomer that can be dragged behind 

the tractor. 
x Cyril Pepper for generously giving his time, expertise and materials to make a blind for the bar area. 

This will really be appreciated as we move into winter and the sun is lower in the sky. 
x Keith Kerr for donating the rather upmarket and very comfortable office chair. 
x Maureen South for once again running the Thursday tennis for us over the summer. Numbers 

continue to grow and make the job that much more difficult. 
x Brookfield New World for sponsoring our midweek 35+ 

tournament in April, and John Haines & Maureen South for 
running it. Overall we raised just over $1000. 

x Beth Hughes, Lynda Fleming, Mark & Merrill Crowther, Tracey Adams, Suzette Loomb, Patty 
Bernie and Dave Hawkes for helping out at the WBOP Prize giving and making everyone feel 
welcome. Thanks also to all the juniors who helped put the food out on the tables. It was like having 
a whole army of helpers. 

x All the usual suspects who turn up time and again when we have a working bee. Your efforts are 
really appreciated by all the club members who can now find their balls in the shrubbery, and see 
through the windows to watch play on court. 
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CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
 
What an event it has been and a big thank you to Peter Disney for steering the ship straight and getting 
everything under control. We have had days sprinkled with rain but the quality of the tennis was 
impeccable. Thanks to Thump Sports and Bay Physiotherapy for sponsoring the events. Congratulations to 
all the competitors having a go. 
 
Ladies Singles 
Winner: Carys Robson 
Runner-up: Toscana Bernie 
 

Men’s Singles 
Winner: Jason Helms 
Runner-up: Oliver Petrie 
 

 
Plate: Anton Palmer 
Special Plate: Rob Walpole 

Men’s Doubles 
Winners: Richard Kidd & Jason Helms 
Runners-up: Bruce McPhail & Shawn Dawson 
Flight: Phil Garden & Tim Reader 
Special Plate: Todd Morris & Andy Mead 
Plate: Sam Loudon & Lucas Darling 
Cons.Plate: Ian McPherson & Keith McFarlane 

 
Ladies Doubles 
Winners: Kay Wynn & Deb White 
Runners-up: Lou Reid & Dale Mallett 
Flight: Lynda Fleming & Gail Paskin 
Plate: Barbara Kimber & Helene Paterson 

 
Mixed Doubles 
Winners: Julia Newman & Richard Kidd 
Runners-up: Maureen South & Shawn Dawson 
Plate: Katie Hawkes & Dave Hawkes 
Cons. Plate: Lynda Fleming & Mike Ellis 
 

JUNIOR TENNIS 
 
Mark has been extremely busy travelling in between Hamilton, Wellington, Christchurch and Queenstown 
with Corban to attend junior tennis tournaments. Given his busy schedule we may not get a report from him 
until the dust has settled so look forward to hearing from you in the next newsletter.  
Here are the TLTC Junior Club Championship Results 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COACHING 
Our head coach Luis Luna will be coaching Terms 2 and 3 on Tuesdays from 3.30pm until 7.15 pm. 
 
JUNIOR WINTER FRIDAY NIGHT INTERCLUB COMPETITION 
Tauranga Lawn Tennis Club is once again hosting a junior interclub competition in Terms 2 and 3 every 
Friday 4pm – 6pm. Contact Luis Luna 02108112345. If you can help out in the kitchen, contact Tracey  
ph. 574 7441. 

Division Champion Runner Up 
16s Boys Darcy Adams Riki Cohen 
14s Boys Jackson Loomb Liam Adams 
12s Boys Corban Crowther Josh Noble 
10s Boys Arlo Culwick  
16s Girls Toscana Bernie Carys Robson 
14s Girls Bethany Lake Hannah Albertsma 
12s Girls Hannah Walpole Emily Mahon 
Hotshots – Red Lenny Gilbert Nica Simeon 
Hotshots – Orange Liam Jury Darcy Gilbert 
   
Awards   
Junior Player of the Year Corban Crowther  
Most Improved Player Jack Quilty  
Best Attitude Hannah Walpole  
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WBOP/BOP TENNIS PRIZE-GIVING 2015/16 
 
Members of our club have been rewarded for their excellent achievements and service to the sport of 
tennis and it was no different this year. Well done to the following prize getters. 
 
Beth Hughes - Outstanding Service to Juniors, for the second year running. 
Beth is the recipient of the Rothwell Trophy – Support for WBOP Junior Tennis. Beth manages Tennis 
WBOP Juniors which holds training squads for promising juniors from WBOP with Regional coaches 
Peter Blow & Luis Luna. She organised the 2015 Just Avocados Junior Tournament and 2016 WBOP 
Junior Residentials (with the funds raised going to WBOP). She is also President of TLTC, a member of 
the Tennis Waikato Bays Board and a member of the WBOP LAG which is involved in the setting up of  
the new Tennis WBOP Association. 
 
Luis Luna - Coach of the Year. 
Luis continues to be a passionate and highly sought after coach. On top of his existing roles as club 
coach, WB development squad coach with Peter Blow, and travelling coach with rep teams to National 
teams’ events, Luis has been invited by Marcel Vos to help coach Targeted Junior Athlete squads at a 
National level.  
 
Most Improved Junior - Corban Crowther.  
This year Corban has continued to improve as a player. He has been named in the Targeted Athlete 
program for the first time. 
He won all three National titles in his age group. His ranking has moved from S8 at the beginning of 
2015 to S5 at the end of the year and he is now sitting on S4. Corban travelled to Australia to  
represent NZ and compete in the national teams’ event (12u). 
 
Male Player of the Year - Dave Hawkes 

 
Dave won his 40th National Seniors title and was given a Special Award to 
recognise this achievement. In 2015 he won all three National age group titles, 
and repeated this feat again in January of this year. 
He represented NZ in Croatia in 2015 at the ITF World Teams event.  
 
Well done Dave, legend! 
 
The other Awards went to: 
Ashleigh Harvey (Otumoetai) – Female Player of the Year;  
Fred Kleve (Otumoetai) – Volunteer of the Year;  
Julia Kleve (Otumoetai) – Administrator of the Year;  
Papamoa - Club of the Year. 

 
MIDWEEK LADIES 

 
Attendances on a Wednesday morning have been very encouraging, with at least 6 courts in 
use. 
Ladies Championship Doubles were held on the 16th March, with an entry of 9 pairings. 
 
Ladies Championship Doubles 
Winners: Kay Wynn & Shirley Morrison 
Runners-up: Anne Peel & Dyane Piddock 
Plate: Judy Clark & Marilyn Wood 
 
The singles were to be held on 6th April but unfortunately this event was cancelled as we only 
had two entrants who decided to withdraw their names. 
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Our Division 1 Ladies team of Lou Reid, Dale Mallett, Wendy Bunce and Anita Walpole, were 
first in the Post Xmas 1st Division interclub competition. Reserves were, Kay Wynn, Maureen 
South, Anne Peel and Judy Clark. 
 
Once again the midweek ladies catered for the 35+ tournament held recently and the team was 
led competently by Viv Willacy. A profit of $128 was made on the day, and this was mainly due 
to the home baking once again provided by the ladies. 
 
Our Blomquist sponsored tournament is coming up on the 18th May 2016 and entries are 
coming in thick and fast, so we are looking forward to another successful and profitable day. 

Donations for the raffle table are gradually coming in so 
hopefully this will also be another success.  
 
 Congratulations to the ladies who competed at the Easter 
National Teams event in Hamilton. The 65+ team (left,) won 
gold, and the 70+ team, including Barbara Kimber, 
Maryanne McGarva & Tup Cox won silver. 
Mary Buchanan 
Convener 
 

 
 

FROM THE CLUB SECRETARY’S DESK… 
 
FAREWELL FOR KEITH McFARLANE 

Our wonderful groundsman and club member, Keith McFarlane, is leaving us to 
start a new chapter in his life. He and his wife Joan (who incidentally is 
responsible for the upkeep of our barrels full of flowers) are moving to Taupo 
looking for adventure. All is not lost - they've assured me they'll be back to visit 
regularly. Keith has done a great job for the club over the past 10 years, 
keeping the courts groomed and generally having the place looking great which 
is a reflection of the pride he has taken in his work. He has gone above and 
beyond on many occasions; almost literally at one stage…we have had to stop 

him climbing all over the roof of the clubrooms, retrieving stray tennis balls. His contribution to 
the club can’t be underestimated and we will miss him dearly.  
We can't let him go without bidding him a fond farewell so you are invited to join us on Saturday 
14 May from around 3.30pm onwards. We'll fire up the bbq, toast their good health and wish 
them well. 
Enquiries: Carol Erickson  
There is also a farewell for Keith on Thursday 19th May at TSWBOP club day, so anyone from 
the other clubs can also say goodbye. Bring a plate of finger food. 
Enquiries: Kay Wynn  
 
KITCHEN RENOVATION PROJECT 

I am pleased to announce that our application for funding for 
the kitchen renovation has been successful. 
 
Pub Charity has kindly donated $10000 to be put towards this 
project so expect things to start happening soon. We would like 
to acknowledge the following local businesses who support and       
contribute to Pub Charity, and who generated the funds that we 
have received: 

Shirley, Marilyn & Helene from TL, with Sylvia & Bev. 
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x AJ’s Bar – Maungatapu 
x Marty’s Pool Bar 

x Renner’s bar 
x Rossco’s Café & Bar 

Thanks to you all. 
 
REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE…READ? 

We’ve been recycling for a year now and what a difference it’s made to our 
rubbish collection bill! Thanks if you have made the effort to separate 
recyclables from the rest of the rubbish. Hopefully it will become easier in the 
next few months. I have registered the club with LiteClub who provide, 
amongst other things to reduce our carbon footprint, signage and separate bins 
for recycling.  In the meantime, please place all recyclable material in the 

appropriate bins. I know they’re not really adequate but do your best. You can put cardboard, 
plastic and paper in with the glass. I take it all to the dump anyway and sort it there.  
 
Some of the ladies are bringing in books to share i.e. they bring in a book; someone takes it to 
read and bring it back – a great recycling idea.  Imagine my surprise when I was sorting out the 
rubbish and found three books in there. They must’ve been trashy novels… 
All joking aside, if you bring stuff to the club to share and discover no one wants it, feel free to 
take it home again or donate it to charity – it’s food for the soul. 
 
OH NO, DAYLIGHT SAVING HAS ENDED… 

 
So it seems like a good time to remind everyone to please turn off the lights 
if you’re the last one to leave a room. I hate to point fingers but it is 
especially noticeable that the downstairs men’s changing room is often 
empty and the light and fan are left running, EVEN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DAY… 
just saying -  
 

As the days are getting shorter, court lights will be turned on earlier so please use courts that 
are already lit and remember to turn them off when you leave. It makes a huge difference to our 
power bills. More money for tennis balls! 
  

NEW MEMBERS 
 
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to our new members who have joined us this year: 
 
SENIORS: Sussa Bailey, Dennis Butler, Nigel D’Ath, Alain Degas, Josh Eun, Nigel Greene, 
Max Haberkorn, Renee Henry, Amanda Jonker, Sam Loudon, John McCarthy, Michael 
O’Connor, Lennie Palmer, Lloyd Shand, Sylvia Shipley, Elena Smirnova, Greig Stephen, Matt 
Stulen, Bruce Walpole 
 
JUNIORS: Emily Brooks, Laura China, Max Cowley, Micah Gaskin-Warrilow, Hadlee Goold, 
Addison Goold, Ariel Halpin, Jae Hyeon Jang, Jae Eun Jang, Nica Jonker, Andy Lee, Tim 
Lichtenburg, Will McCall, Ella Minshall, Scarlett Minshall, Henry Pyo, Zak Pyo, Konrad Rettig, 
Sophie Rogers, Matthew Rogers, Liam Schiemann, Lena Hyunji Shin, Lucas Webber, Riley 
Webber, Konrad Wisnewski,  
 
I hope you enjoy your time with us and really get involved with everything the club has to offer. If 
you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to ask.  If I can’t help, I can find out who can! 
 
Lynda Fleming 
Club Secretary 



8 
 

 
TAURANGA LAWN TENNIS CLUB 

gratefully acknowledges the 
SPONSORSHIP and GRANTS 

received from: 
 

 
BAY ENGINEERS SUPPLIES 

BAY PHYSIOTHERAPY 
BAY RADIOLOGY 

BETHLEHEM PHARMACY 
BLOMQUISTS BAKERY 

BROOKFIELD NEW WORLD 
COONEY LEES MORGAN 

CROCKFORD REAL ESTATE 
EVES REALTY 

FREEDOM VILLAGES 
JUST AVOCADOS 

GARDEN COURT MOTEL 
HOBEC 

MATUA LIFE CARE 
MOUNT WRECKING COMPANY 

PAK'nSAVE 
TAKARA JAPANESE RESTAURANT 

TAURANGA HIRE 
THE LAKES 

THUMP SPORTS 
UROLOGY BOP 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   


