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Newsletter – February 2017 
 
 

OPENING STATEMENT 

 
Happy New Year 
I hope that people have been enjoying the fantastic summer weather.  In this edition, you’ll find a brief 
update on the court replacement, results from senior tennis tournaments, information about our junior 
coaching programme, an introduction to the types of organized play that the club runs, information about 
Craig’s Investment Partners providing some new corporate sponsorship and an update from our mid-
week ladies. A big thank you to everyone who contributed. 
 
There’s a real theme coming through of many great ways to participate in tennis at our club.  It’s also 
fantastic to hear such positive stuff coming out of our juniors – both in terms of results achieved and the 
types of values our kids are learning learn through sport. 
 
Gareth Minshall 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S NOTE 

 
Thursday morning tennis continues to be very popular with the numbers of members attending, ranging 
from sixty up to over seventy on a fine day.   Right through the winter months, numbers attending are 
significant, giving us as a club in the Bay of Plenty continued play throughout the year.   While it is not 
uncommon to have to sit out a round on a particularly busy morning, most members don`t object as it 
gives players a chance for coffee or tea and a bit of a break. 
 
Overall, Maureen South, or whoever else sets the board, has an unenviable task of giving every player 
reasonably matched games and I can say from my experience that is no easy task.   Thanks must go to 
those members who do the board as it is not without its demands and frustrations from time to time. 
 
Considerable recognition must be extended on behalf of the club to the excellent maintenance work that 
John Ballard carries out week by week to the general upkeep of the tennis club grounds.  While many of 
us miss Keith McFarlane and his handy work about the place, we are indeed fortunate to have secured 
the services of John who continues on with the demands of maintaining our facility in tip-top condition. 
 
It seems also only fitting to acknowledge the contribution of John Palmer and Shane Marshall who, along 
with other members, are dealing with our lighting and court surface requirements.   
 
The club is fortunate to have a fully representative committee giving of their time and energy to the 
planning and action towards the improvement of all club activities. 
 
Ian Macpherson 
President 
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FROM THE CLUB SECRETARY’S DESK… 

 
Club Champs are coming up and will hopefully entail a lot of fun and some good competition.  The club 
champs are for the entire club, not just those with an eye to the final, so put your name down for a great 
day or two.  If you’re a junior who is interested in participating, have a talk to Luis. 
 
Mixed Doubles – Saturday 18th February (backup day 19th February).  Please list your name/pairings, 
on the sign-up sheet on the Noticeboard or contact Peter Disney or Anita Walpole.  Entries close 5.00pm 
Thursday, 16th February.  
  
Men’s and Ladies’ Doubles – Saturday 18th March (backup day 19th March)  
  
Singles – Saturday 8th April (backup day 9th April).  Finals day to be advised, depending on numbers. 
 
 

OTHER DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 
Junior kids barbeque – Sunday 26th February from 4pm.  Come along for sausages and kids running 
around having fun.  
 

Western Bay of Plenty have a useful Calandar of events.  Below are some coming up over the coming 

month. 
 
Juniors:   

 Rotorua Singles Classic: 19th Feb,  

 Shand Intra regionals 10s, 14s, 18s (Papamoa):  4th & 5th March,  

 WBOP/BOP Senior Secondary Schools (Papamoa): 23rd March. 

Seniors:   

 Twilight mixed interclub starts:  10th Feb,   

 St Peters Tournament:  20th Feb,  

 Whakatane Vets Open:  4th & 5th March,  

 Rose Bowl Hamilton: 5th March, Hamilton Tournament: 6th March. 

 

COURT REPLACEMENT 

 
Quotes are in for the replacement turf. The funding application process is underway and will be 
completed in early March. Hopefully money will be in by the end of April or early May, and at that point 
the preferred supplier can be given the go ahead. We expect installation to begin sometime in July. 
 
The committee would like to acknowledge the contribution that Beth Hughes is making in time and effort 
in dealing with the funding process. Her guidance and expertise are much appreciated. Let's hope the 
process is successful. 
 
The replacement of courts 5, 6 and 7 (including the laying of the new base underneath the courts) as 
well as the court lighting for all 10 courts is programmed for 2018. 
 
To minimise wear on Court 1 please use other courts if they are available. 
 
 

  

http://www.tenniswesternbop.co.nz/index.cfm?fuseaction=Display_Page&PageID=13767&OrgID=25178
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ORGANISED PLAY – HAVE A GO 

 
Organised play - such as Saturday Club Day for social play, is a great way to meet and play against a 
wide range of people.  Our website lists the organized play that the club runs 
(http://taurangalawntennisclub.org.nz/organised-play).   
 
General organized play is open to players of all abilities.  Members can turn up on the day and there is 
someone allocated to ‘run the board’ for the session.  This person is responsible for making-up doubles 
pairings/games, and they work hard to pair-up players of similar levels. 
 
Business house tennis is open to the general public and more structured with players making up their 
own teams.  Both social and competitive teams are catered for and a draw is set-up for each 
competition.  So get a team together with your workmates!  Only have one or two players?  Or short of a 
player?  Contact our Club Captain, Anita Walpole (07 576 0464 or 022 076 9882), and we will endeavor 
to match you up with other compatible players. 
 
We run two summer series Business House competitions on Monday evenings, starting September and 
February.  And also a winter series Business House competition on Wednesday evenings, from late May 
through August – a really strong, competitive competition.  Business House is great way to socialize, 
come along and connect with others/ other businesses and play some great tennis!! 
 
Western Bay of Plenty Interclub & Regional Interclub is for players looking for competitive tennis.  
Tauranga Lawn tennis club enters teams in local and regional interclub competitions, where teams 
representing the Club play against other clubs.  Teams are graded and there are interclub competition, 
Divisions catering to a wide range of levels.  If you’re interested in playing interclub tennis get in touch 
with our Club Captain Anita Walpole (tltcsecretary@gmail.com), who coordinates and enters the teams 
in to competitions. 
 
New singles ‘boxed league’ 
Next month the club is introducing a singles ‘boxed league’, this is open to ALL senior members as well 
as juniors who have played in nationals, been involved in senior interclub or who get approval from the 
club coach.  
 
The league is gender neutral and players organize the matches for a time that suits them. You will on 
average play up to 4-5 matches over a 4-6 week period, and a promotion/relegation system will be in 
place to mix the boxes up.  
 
We have had a positive response to this, but are keen for more members to be involved in this initiative. 
Contact Todd tlj@outlook.co.nz to register your interest.  The games will be kicking off in March. 

 
 

SPONSORSHIP FROM CRAIGS INVESTMENT PARTNERS 

 
We're really pleased to announce that Tauranga Lawn and Craigs Investment Partners have agreed to 
trial a new model for corporate sponsorship.  Under this approach employees from Craigs Investment 
Partners will be able to play between 12 and 3 weekdays.  This is very exciting to the club, as it 
capitalises on our unique location, brings in some useful revenue, and introduces a new group of players 
to our fantastic club.  If you see some new players down at the club, please make them feel welcome.  
Thanks very much to Todd Morris and Jon Murie from Craigs Investment Partners for setting this up. 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 

 
We’d like to extend a warm welcome to our new members who have recently joined us: 
 
Seniors:  Cameron Burd, George Currie, Mark Fowler, Brent Slater, Peter Thomas, Gareth Scholes, 
Anna Scholes, Hwa Park, R.J McInnis, Clark Mazey, Christine Gore  

http://taurangalawntennisclub.org.nz/organised-play
mailto:tlj@outlook.co.nz
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Juniors:  Andy Choi, Andrew Creighton, Mason Crockford, Teri Howard, Kaitlyn Howard, Liam Steward, 
Shinae Stewart. 
 
This year we re-kindled a previous initiative to offer five free group coaching sessions to new senior 
members joining the club.  The goal is to have a great introduction to our club, help the members meet 
some people, and brush out any tennis cobwebs.  Luis was very happy with how the sessions went, and 
all the feedback we had from the participants was very positive.  This is something we’ll look to run a 
couple of times a year.   
 

 
 

JUNIOR TENNIS 

 
We have the largest Hotshots programme in our region with over 150 kids every week getting 
quality instruction from our coaches (Hotshots caters for juniors aged between 5 and 12).  If you’re ever 
down at the courts between 3 and 5pm, you’ll hear Luis and his team’s enthusiastic coaching rebounding 
around the courts and one of the comments we hear most often from parents is their appreciation of just 
how positive the coaching is. 
 
Great values through tennis 
 
Last term, the Tauranga Lawn and Otumoetai Tennis clubs participated in the first ever Orange Hot 
Shots Interclub in NZ (orange is ages 5-7). Our kids were very excited when Tennis NZ featured this on 
their website!  The whole idea is to help kids understand that tennis is a sport, rather than just a set of 
skills to be learned.  Learning the excitement of playing against someone, to be gracious when you win, 
and not to throw a tantrum when you don’t win are all good lessons for our kids and lots of fun is had in 
the learning. 

 
This year we also put a strong focus on the team and co-operative side junior inter-club.  It is our opinion 
that being part of a team, supporting your team and representing your club are vital aspects in sport. The 
kids should be proud of the fact they are out there playing for themselves, their team mates and the 
club. We promoted positive encouragement between players on a team, it can be a bit rough when kids 
have a bad day on the court and often just the support and the occasional positive word from a team 
mate can make all the difference in turning a frustrating match into a fun learning experience. It is often a 
hard skill for the youngsters to pick up, but we encouraged parents to really talk to the kids about 
focusing on positivity, fun and representing their team and their club, results take care of themselves if 
kids can play with enough freedom and enjoyment to implement what our great coach has taught them. 
We gave out prizes at end of season to the most positive and supportive team mate, it was a great 
success with kids competing to be nicest about one another’s efforts! 
 
Celebrating success 
 
As well encouraging good values, it’s great when the hard work of the coaches and players results in 
success.   This year six of our juniors have been selected by Waikato Bays Tennis (which covers 
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Waikato, Thames Valley, Hawkes Bay, Western BOP and Bay of Plenty) to represent the region at the 
nationals.  Congratulations to Toscana Bernie, Carys Robson, Corban Crowther, Hannah Walpole, Jack 
Quilty, Emma Bartram.  Unbelievably this was a quarter of the 24 players selected!  The region covers 
lot of clubs and some excellent coaches and we think this result really speaks for the strength of our 
program, the ability of our coaches, and the hard work of the children selected.  Tauranga Lawn 
also regularly competes in Tennis Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Hawkes Bay competitions and recently 
they had its Primary and Intermediate schools regional champs last week in Hamilton. This is a 
competition where all the best primary and intermediate school players compete to see whom is best in 
the region, and Tauranga Lawn kids won 3 out of the 4 events!  Ka Pai to all players who participated in 
the competitions and thanks to our fantastic coaches. 

 
Helping out 
 
Todd Morris, a parent of two of the kids attending lessons, has taken on the role of junior convener.  It’s 
great to see parents of kids putting in effort to make the club something that they are their kids love.  
Thanks a lot Todd.   
 
If you see Todd wandering around and have any thoughts, he’d love to chat.  Also, don’t forget he’s a 
volunteer just helping out, so I’m sure any positive feedback about what your enjoying would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
 

SENIOR TOURNAMENT RESULTS (Dave Hawkes) 

 
Some great success is also coming from the seniors.   
 
Gould/Morgan 
Western BoP Seniors notched up a convincing win, 76 -33, over Eastern Bay/Rotorua/Taupo at 
Whakatane recently. The comprehensiveness of the win was a bit of a surprise as we have been 
struggling against them in recent times, having been edged out in a close match the previous year.  
Tauranga Lawn players acquitted themselves well with Mike Ross, Lou Reid and Katy Hawkes all 
winning 5 out of 6 sets. One of the highlights of the day was Phil Garden combining with Steve Brennan 
to beat Hank Volmuller and Kevin McLaughlin 6/4 6/3 
 
Kaimai Cup 
In December, Western BoP over 60's beat their Waikato counterparts quite convincingly 46 to 26. Whilst 
the men shared 2 rounds of doubles 12 sets each, the women carried the day with a 17 - 7 victory. The 
mixed doubles were also dominated by Western BoP winning by the same margin. 
 
For Tauranga Lawn, Mike Ross won all 6 sets and Maureen South and Bob Larsen won 5 out of 6 
 
Masters Games 
Past and present members of Tauranga Lawn did well at the 2017 Masters Games held in Wanganui 
recently. Barbara Kimber and Shirley Morrison won GOLD in the ladies’ doubles (65+), Barbara and 
Keith McFarlane won GOLD in the mixed (70+), Shirley and Ashley Sutton won SILVER (65+) and Keith 
and Ashley won SILVER (70+). As experienced by most of NZ Waitangi weekend, the temperatures 
were very warm, as shown by the 'glow' on their faces! Well done team! 
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MIDWEEK LADIES NOTE (Shirley Morrison) 

 
On behalf of Midweek Ladies, a Happy New Year to you all. Since the previous newsletter we have had 
a very busy few months.  In October we hosted the second of our Blomquists tournaments, ably 
overseen by Laurel, supported by the Midweek Committee.  We had an entry of 40 people.  Members 
donated prizes for the raffle, as well as providing refreshments, which resulted in a profit of $582.00. 
 
November saw us catering for the Super Seniors tournament.  Low entry numbers (19 pairs) and a profit 
of $163.70. 
 
At Interclub our teams all did well.   
Division 1:  Lawn Silver Foxes came runner-up to the Mount.  Purple Hearts, also in that division, came 
7th.  
Division 2:  Orange Roughys came runner-up to Homewood who had 8 wins and 1 draw, the former 8 

wins and a loss 😢.  

 
A friendly fun day and prize-giving was held at the Mount courts in December, where players indicated 
they would like to play “post Christmas”, over-riding an earlier decision by delegates from each club to 
have one round prior!   We shall have one team in each division, beginning in February. 
 
Our end of the year Christmas luncheon was well attended.  Lunch provided by the Committee, 
members dressed in an array of Christmassy theme.  Best dress-up chosen was Anne Peel.  We were 
delighted to have President Ian join us and address the ladies, thanking them for their involvement and 
commitment in all that they do for the club.  In return (there is no free lunch as the saying goes) 
members donated items for the Foodbank. 
 
In no time at all, it was back into the kitchen in early January to cater for the three day Vets’ tournament.  
Mary Buchanan at the helm, purchasing produce and organising, Mary Foster dealing with finance, Kay 
and Mary being the 'gophers' to Otumoetai on the Saturday. I wish also to acknowledge the “kitchen 
staff” helpers Peggy, Eileen, Kay, Mary F, Erika, Judi Murray, Monica, Shirley Bonthron, Helene (on 
standby Thea, Jean, Lynne Ross). Home baking provided by Mary B, Kay, Mary F, Judi, Shirley B, 
Gaye, Shirley M, Lynne, Erika, and two junior mums Cathy Lake and Alison Cowley.  Ross Potter kindly 
gave a $20 donation.  Our profit from this tourney was $815.70!  Well done to all involved, whilst your 
Convener was stalking Rachel Hunter who also happened to be holidaying in the Hokianga!  
 
All the best to everyone for 2017. 
 
Shirley Morrison 
Convener 
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FINDING MORE INFORMATION 

 
Don’t forget that our website has a lot of useful information about our club on it: 
http://taurangalawntennisclub.org.nz/.  You can also find a lot of great photos and posts on our facebook 
page. 
 
 

CLUB OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
Below are the club officers and committee members.  If there’s anything you’d like to discuss, just have a 
chat with them. 

 
Patron Ross Potter 07 578 4423  potfam33@hotmail.com 
President Ian Macpherson 07 552 4849  iwmac@xtra.co.nz 
Vice President Todd Morris  07 576 4864  tdmorris33@hotmail.com
 Carol Erickson           07 578 7141  carolanne.stef@gmail.com 
Secretary Anita Walpole 07 576 0464  tltcsecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer Diane Blumson 07 571 2427   
Club Captain  Anita Walpole 07 576 0464  tltcsecretary@gmail.com 
Midweek Ladies’ Convener Shirley Morrison 07 571 0485 
Junior Convener Todd Morris 07 576 4864  tdmorris33@hotmail.com 
Committee Members     Peter Disney     07 576 5536 

    Tim Reader     07 578 9188 
    Shane Marshall     07 576 2320 
    Dave Hawkes     07 579 5269 
    Gareth Minshall     07 570 3520  garethminshall@gmail.com 
    Larry Edwards     07 578 8510 

 Ian Lowe  07 575 4481 
Club Head Coach Luis Luna 021 081 12345 lunatennis1@gmail.com 
  

 

TAURANGA LAWN TENNIS CLUB 

gratefully acknowledges the 

SPONSORSHIP and GRANTS 

received from: 

 

 

AMCAL FAULKNERS PHARMACY 

ANZ 

BAY ENGINEERS SUPPLIES 

BAY PHYSIOTHERAPY 

BAY RADIOLOGY 

BETHLEHEM PHARMACY 

BLOMQUISTS BAKERY 

CENTRALMED 

COONEY LEES MORGAN 

CROCKFORD REAL ESTATE 

EVES REALTY 

FREEDOM VILLAGES 

FREEDOM VILLAGES 

JUST AVOCADOS 

GARDEN COURT MOTEL 

HOBEC 

MATUA LIFE CARE 

MOUNT WRECKING COMPANY  

PAK'nSAVE 

TAKARA JAPANESE RESTAURANT 

TAURANGA HIRE 

THE LAKES 

http://taurangalawntennisclub.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tauranga-Lawn-Tennis-Club/134759700061472
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tauranga-Lawn-Tennis-Club/134759700061472
mailto:crowther4@xtra.co.nz
mailto:crowther4@xtra.co.nz
mailto:crowther4@xtra.co.nz
mailto:lunatennis1@gmail.com
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UROLOGY BOP 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   

     


