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Newsletter – December 2017 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all! We wish you all an 
enjoyable break, but there is no need to put your racquet away as this 
year our Saturday club days fall clear of the key dates and of course the 
courts are available for members to arrange their own games outside of 
the organised times. 

SENIORS 
 

SATURDAY CLUB AFTERNOON  

 
Our Christmas themed Saturday will be on the 16th December 2017. 

Wear something Christmassy and come on down for the BBQ and happy 
hour. 

  
Saturday club days will still be happening on the 23rd and 30th December.  

 
Please note there will be no club play on the 5th,6th and 7th of January 
2018 as the courts will be in use for the Tennis Seniors Tournament. 

Saturday club days will be back in full swing on the 13th January 2018. 
 

MIDWEEK LADIES 

 
Wednesday 13th December will be the final club morning for 2017. 

Starts again Wednesday 10th January 2018. 
 

JUNIORS 
 

Final coaching and club night for 2017 will be as at the end of school term 
four.  

Coaching and club nights start again in 2018 as at the start of school term 
one. 

 

THURSDAY CLUB MORNING 

 
Thursday club mornings will continue throughout the holiday period as the 

significant dates fall outside of club days. 
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CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
Our club mixed doubles championships are on Saturday the 9th 

December as advised in the flyer and club notice board. There is still time 
to enter the tournament, but you would have to do it by the 5th. There may 

be a spare court for club play but the best way of getting a game is to 
enter the tournament. 

 
Other dates for your diary. 

Our club doubles championships will be held on the 24th February 2018 
with a backup date of the 10th March 2018. 

Our club singles championships will be held on the 7th April 2018  
with a backup date of the 14th April 2018. 

More details for both tournaments to follow closer to the time. 
 

OTHER TOURNAMENTS (Seniors 35+) 

 
Tennis Seniors Western Bay of Plenty are hosting their annual 
tournament at our club on the 5th, 6th and 7th of January 2018. 

Singles on the Friday, Doubles on the Saturday and Mixed on the Sunday. 
Entries for this tournament can be made with Lynda Fleming at 

tswbop@gmail.com  
 

The National Teams Event will be held in the Western Bay of Plenty over 
the long Easter weekend, 30th March – 1st April 2018. This is an age group 

event involving doubles with teams of four or more players. Information 
will come out closer to the time from Tennis Seniors New Zealand. 

 

CHRISTMAS WISHES FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

 
With the tennis season in full swing it is great to see so many 
players actively competing in tournaments and at regular 
club days.   
The Ladies have been very involved in supporting 

tournaments which is most appreciated, as well as their own 
 

mid-week competitions. 
The Juniors are almost bursting at the seams with enthusiasm. Around 

150 young players are learning and progressing under the guidance of our 
coach, Luis. 

Your Committee is committed to ensuring your tennis club maintains its 
enviable position as being one of the best in the country. 

mailto:tswbop@gmail.com
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Hope you have some time off work over Christmas and the New Year to 
enjoy with family and friends and manage to get down to the courts and 
bash a ball or two about during the festive season break. 
 
Kind regards, Ian Macpherson. 

 

CLUB CAPTAINS’ NOTE 

 
Congratulations to our Premier and ‘A’ grade interclub teams that have 
competed so well over the previous few months. Tauranga Lawn has 
been represented by both women’s and men’s premier teams, four men’s 
’A ‘grade teams and two women’s doubles teams. It is very encouraging 
indeed to have such enthusiasm from our members to play association 
and inter association tennis. It is great to see so many juniors involved in 
these teams. Special thanks go out to the team captains for taking on the 
task of team management. 
For interclub results, see later in this newsletter. 
Our various club days are being well supported by members and we thank 
them for this.  
Please look out for information regarding the mixed doubles interclub 
starting in the new year (9th of February is a tentative date). More 
information regarding this will follow nearer to the time. 

 

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION 

 
Don’t forget about our Christmas function to be held at Rye kitchen on 
Wharf Street on the 12th December. Please refer to the flyer Todd sent out 
previously.   http://www.ryekitchen.co.nz/  

 

INTERCLUB RESULTS 

 
Men’s Interclub 
 

The Premier men's team has endured a tough season, playing in a 
relatively competitive grade. There have been some strong individual 
performances of note from all players at different times, including the four 
juniors who have been involved in the team; Jackson Loomb, Lucas 
Darling, Jackson Currie and Hamish Roberts.  
 
In the Friday night Div.1 competition: Tauranga Lawn Blue were the form 
side throughout the pool stages, winning all their matches against other 
club sides. They then won their semi-final vs Te Puke 5-0 and followed 
this up with a convincing win against Gate Pa in the final. The 

http://www.ryekitchen.co.nz/
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team members were Jackson Fraser, Tim Hughes (Captain), Shawn 
Dawson, Andy Russell, Bruce MacPhail, Dave Hawkes, Steve Bowen and 
Shane Marshall. The Tauranga Lawn White team, comprising mainly 
junior players, has struggled with the level of competition but is better for 
the experience and will come back stronger next year.  
 
In the Div. 2 competition: Tauranga Lawn Green and Tauranga Lawn 
Brooksies have both enjoyed successful seasons, winning 3 from 5 of 
their pool games. In the semi-finals, the Green team overcome 
Homewood Park comfortably, winning 4-1. The Brooksies, however, 
bowed out of the competition at this stage, losing 4-1 to Lynmore. In the 
finals, Tauranga Lawn Green lost to Lynmore and therefore finished the 
competition as runners-up. The Brooksies coming third. 

 
Women’s Interclub 
 

Premier women’s: with only 3 women’s teams entered this year the 
competition has lacked a bit of flow. The women have done incredibly well 
to have won this competition. The playoffs were held on Sunday the 18th 
November where Tauranga Lawn came out as convincing winners. To win 
this premier competition is a heroic effort considering the injuries to both 
Julia and Sussa during the season.  
 
The full team was Julia Newman, Toscana Bernie, Carys Robson, 
Hannah Walpole, Anita Walpole (Captain) Sussa Bailey, Lou Reid and 
Eden Sela. 

 
Friday night Women’s Doubles: there were 8 teams competing in the 
Friday night competition, 2 Tauranga Lawn teams, the ‘silver foxes’ 
captained by Deb White and the ‘Movers’ captained by Wendy Burke.   

 
The SilverFfoxes led the competition at the end of round robin play and 
then won against Gate Pa in a very close final. Well done to the team of 
Deb White, Denise Jones, Dale Mallett, Lou Reid, Kay Wynn and Gail 
Paskin. The Movers team finished mid table which is also a good result.                                                                                                           
 
Regards Lou 
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MIDWEEK LADIES 

 

Blomquist Tournament Photos 

                      

        Amanda and Shirley           Maureen and Judy             Wendy and Dianne 

 
It’s hard to believe we’re nearing the end of 2017. Time has certainly 
flown since I took over as convenor of Midweek Ladies in July. It has been 
a busy time and a huge learning curve for me. I have got to meet and 
work with some wonderful and dedicated members of our club and come 
to realise how much goes into making Tauranga Lawn such a successful 
and popular tennis club.   
 

Despite a rather wet season, Midweek Ladies continues to have a good 
turnout on a Wednesday morning with the return of some old members 
and the addition of some new. It continues to be a fun day of social tennis 
where all are welcome. 
 

We’ve had some mixed results at Interclub level. Congratulations to our 
1st division team – Lawn Rimu who have won all their matches very 
comfortably and therefore have taken out the title. The full team is Anita 
Walpole, Maureen South, Lou Reid (captain), Debbie White, Denise 
Jones and Kay Wynn. Our 2nd division team Lawn Kauri, won 8 out of 10 
matches to finish in third place, whereas Lawn Totara have had no wins, 
but some very close matches lost on count backs. The prize giving to held 
at The Mount Clubhouse on 11 December. 
 

Fortunately, the rain held off for our Blomquist Tournament where we 
once again hosted a successful day. Winning their respective groups were 
Maureen South and Judy Randal, Shirley Morrison and Amanda Jonker, 
and Dianne Gardner and Wendy Burke.  $588 was banked thanks to the 
ongoing sponsorship from Sue Blomquist of Blomquist Bakery in Greerton 
and the generous contributions of our midweek ladies. 
 

I would like, in particular, to thank Mary Buchanan and Mary Foster for 
their continued support in all our catering activities and for being such 
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loyal and hardworking members of our club. You are truly the backbone of 
our club and we are indebted to you on so many levels.  
Our Christmas lunch and closing day for the season will be held on 13 
December. Midweek ladies will be asked to bring an item which can be 
donated to the foodbank. Our Opening day will be on January 10. 
Happy holidays Everyone! 
Kind regards 
Erika   
 

MONDAY NIGHT BUSINESS HOUSE 

 
We are more than half way through the Business House Competition and 
Mitre 10 are currently the team to beat. We have 11 teams all up and it 
seems everyone is enjoying their Monday night tennis with loads of 
laughter being heard all around the club. Certainly, the tennis has 
improved over the weeks, so fingers crossed a few players will become 
club members. They also seem to be enjoying the social side of things 
afterwards and the bar is busy & the sausages are going down a treat. A 
huge thank you to Kay Wynn and Shane Marshall for all your help on 
Monday nights and my 2 little people who love buttering the bread and 
helping Shane on the BBQ........ the old saying “many hands makes light 
work” is no truer in this instance. Fingers crossed we can continue with 
this competition in the new year, most teams have already expressed 
interest so that’s positive. 
 
Regards 
Lou Reid 
 

A CLUB THANK YOU 

 
There are, in any club, those special people or groups of people who put 
in work which keeps the club running smoothly. I will mention a couple of 
them here and perhaps make this section a regular feature in the 
newsletter. 
 
The Mid-Week Ladies group have, for as long as I can remember, gone 
above and beyond in what they do for the club. 
They cater for the many tournaments which are held at the club each 
year, they make a profit which they then give back to the club in some 
way. It might be funding towards the kitchen or providing the funding for 
the glass fencing around the deck or many of the other items found 
around the club. 
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In a fair world, when they host their own mid-week tournament, other 
groups from within the club should cater for them, but this it seems is just 
not how things work. 
I can see just a slight problem with say the men’s interclub group catering 
for the Blomquist tournament, but perhaps we can be more aware of what 
these ladies do and offer a hand. The next tournament that they are 
catering for is the seniors’ tournament in early January. 
In addition to this they lead the way in working bees to keep the club 
house clean and tidy etc. 
 
Shirley Morrison is the immediate past convenor of mid-Week Ladies. 
Stepping down from that role has not stopped her from continuing to help 
in many areas. Two of her many tasks now are to plant and keep the 
flower barrels looking so good, and to be the purchaser and updater of the 
kitchen and bathroom supplies 

 
On behalf of the club I thank these Ladies. 
John Ballard Secretary/Treasurer… 
 
Of course, all of us can contribute to the smooth running of our club in 
some small way and it is encouraging to see improvements in many 
areas. 
More members are reading the dishwasher instructions and not just 
placing their used cups in the sink. Fewer items such as lids from ball 
cans are being left on the courts. A significant improvement this year is in 
the returning of the chairs to where they live and the unstacking of them. 
Keep up the excellent work. 
 

JUNIORS NOTE 

 
The season is off to an awesome start this year, with numbers looking  
great, we have over 150 kids every week getting coaching at our club. 
Many of these are what we call the Orange or Red ball hot shots. 
Generally, under age 8. 
Tauranga Lawn is one of the most represented clubs at junior interclub 
level with 8 teams being involved, including 2 Orange ball teams of kids 
just starting the tennis journey! 
Whilst we are getting a lot of kids in at the lower levels, instilling in them 
the sense that tennis is not just coaching but is in fact a sport, is the goal 
of our Friday afternoon match play sessions. Combined with the Orange 
ball interclub, we are trying to create a pathway for these kids to stay in 
the sport.  
Like last year the increasing junior numbers also match a lot of the 
parents joining up, you might not see them on club days, but they are 
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keen members of the club. We welcome parents of juniors to play on the 
other courts whilst lessons are occurring and that is nice to see. 
On the other end of the spectrum to the hotshot juniors, we have our more 
experienced juniors who continue to perform incredibly well, including 
Jack Quilty who won the intermediate Waikato Bays competition and 
Corban Crowther who competed in several elite tournaments in Europe 
and won one!  
We also have several juniors, Lucas Darling, Jackson Loomb, Hamish 
Roberts, Jackson Currie, Toscana Bernie, Hannah Walpole, Julia 
Newman and Carys Robson representing us in the WBOP Premier 
competitions, the competition is quite stiff as they are often playing more 
experienced players, but they and the club should be very proud of how 
they have gone.  
Tennis Western BOP has also had a fixture against Counties and we are 
proud of the fact that our club had 20 kids selected for the fixture! 
 On a personal level thanks to all parents who have helped throughout the 
year and thanks, once again, to Luis for his continued hard work and      
sharing his passion for the game of tennis with our juniors. 
The junior club had a family BBQ at the beginning of December and it was 
great to see the families at the club, showing a real community club spirit. 
As the juniors were turning up for the afternoon BBQ, the seniors were 
finishing their day of competition against Waikato and as the BBQ wound 
up our Div.1 Ladies were winning the battle against Gate Pa in the final of 
their competition. It was a great day, illustrative of the diverse nature of 
our club.  
 
Merry Christmas 
Todd Morris, Junior Convener 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to our new members who 
have joined us recently: 
 
We hope you all enjoy your time with us and really get involved with 
everything the club has to offer. If you have any queries, please don’t 
hesitate to ask. 
 
A major source of information is our web site run by Lisa Mahon. 
www.taurangalawntennisclub.org.nz    
 
 
 
 

www.taurangalawntennisclub.org.nz%20%20%20
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NEW SENIOR MEMBERS COACHING 
 

We promised free group coaching sessions for new senior members with 
our head coach, Luis. Luis can do this at mid-day on Saturdays. Perhaps 
we could arrange one before Christmas and say four in the new year. If 
you are interested or have any questions, then please get back to me, 
John Ballard at tltcsecretary@gmail.com  

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS LUIS                                                                                               
 

Luis has won the “Performance Coach of the Year” award for the 
Waikato/Bays region, which is a great result for both Luis and our club. 
Congratulations Luis. 
His name now goes forward for the New Zealand Performance Coach of 
the Year. 

 

VISITORS’ FEES 
 

Club members are welcome to bring visitors to the club. If you do, it is 
your responsibility to ensure the visitor’s fee is paid. The fee is a 
minimum of $5 per person per hour or part thereof. The fee is to be 
paid before play. The fee is minimal. It has been the same for many years 
and we’d like to keep it at this very reasonable rate.  
 
Parents of juniors can play with their junior for no charge. If they decide to 
play with their spouse or other adult, then they need to pay a visitor’s fee, 
unless both players’ children are being coached at the time in a club 
organised coaching session. 
 
Something to consider: if someone asks you to let them in through the 
gate, they may not be club members. Otherwise they’d have the code. 
Please do not latch the gates unless it is a club day or club coaching 
session. If you have latched the gate it is your responsibility to unlatch it 
when you leave. 

 
 
 
 
 

We wish all members a great festive season, 
and look forward to seeing you in the New 
Year. 

mailto:tltcsecretary@gmail.com
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THANK YOU to all our generous sponsors: 
 

 


