
 
 

 

Newsletter – MAY 2018 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S NOTE TO ALL MEMBERS 

It has been a very active season to date with Tauranga Lawn hosting the 
National Teams Event along with neighbouring clubs, catering for over eighty 
teams competing from across the country. 

To those volunteers who have assisted during the tournament and on those 
other occasions throughout this season, let me thank you all for your help and 
contribution. Without the volunteer input by this group of generous-minded 
members, our club would fall on harsher times. 

On the maintenance front, real effort has been undertaken to seek significant 
grant monies to enable the club to replace the lighting system and to replace 
the court surfaces of courts five, six and seven.  Extra base court work will be 
required to provide an improved surface for play. 

A special acknowledgement to Shane Marshall, John Palmer, Beth Hughes 
and Gareth Minshall for their collective input ensuring these matters are 
completed subject to funding. 

To all members, thank you for your support throughout the season.  As this is 
my last year as your President I urge you to consider putting your name 
forward for the position, or for a place on the committee at the AGM. 

Ian Macpherson  
 

CLUB CAPTAINS’ REPORT 
 

It is great to see the courts being used fully, especially our club days, Saturday 
afternoon, Thursday mornings, Mid-Week Ladies on Wednesday mornings and 
men’s morning on Tuesdays. Thank you to those of you who volunteer to run the 
board or help in other ways on these days. Of course, without many members 
giving up a little time, the system would fall apart. 
 
It is also most pleasing to see our junior players enjoying their tennis and reaping 
the rewards of good coaching and effort. Our junior membership is very high, and 
this is a reflection of the junior programme put in place by Luis, his coaching team 
and Todd Morris our Junior convenor. 
 
 
 



CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 

 
 
Ladies’ Singles  Sponsored by Bay Physiotherapy  
Winner     Marisa Venter  
Runner-up     Hannah Walpole    
 
Men's Singles   Sponsored by Bay Physiotherapy   
Winner     Jackson Loomb                                                      
Runner-up     Grant Rau  
Championship Consolation Rob Walpole 
 
Plate                                    Jim Kingi 
Consolation Plate  Michael Chrisp 
 
Mixed Doubles  Sponsored by Mount Wrecking Company  
Winners            Lou Reid & Sam Loudon 
Runners-up          Maureen South & Bruce MacPhail 
Championship Consolation Anita Walpole & Scott Walpole  
Plate           Shirley Morrison & Dominic Culpitt  
Consolation Plate         Belinda Kingi & Jim Kingi  
(Note, we had a participation increase of 250% compared to last season) 
 
Ladies' Doubles  Sponsored by Bay Physiotherapy  
Winners     Anita Walpole & Hannah Walpole  
Runners-up    Marisa Venter & Elena Smirnova  
Championship Consolation   Maureen South & Denise Jones 
Plate      Amanda Jonker & Wendy Burke 
Consolation Plate  Shirley Morrison & Maryanne McGarva    
 
Men's Doubles  Sponsored by Bay Physiotherapy  
Winners     Sam Loudon & Jackson Fraser  
Runners-up    Bruce MacPhail & Dave Hawkes  
Championship Consolation Marc Askin & Jim Kingi 
Plate     Andy Mead & Todd Morris 
Consolation Plate  Larry Edwards & Alan Bunce  
 
NOTE: This year we had 84 players taking part in our senior club championships. 
A big part of this success goes to two of our club captains Sam Loudon and Lou 
Reid who encouraged members to enter. 
 

COURT & LIGHTING REPLACEMENT   
 

Gareth Minshall is in the process of applying for grants for court and lighting 
replacement. 
 
 
 
 



WESTERN BAY TENNIS AWARDS   

As previously advised, Tennis WBOP held their awards night on Thursday the 3rd  
May with special guest speaker Simon Rea. 
As usual Tauranga Lawn did very well, and congratulations go to all those 
members who took home a trophy. 
 
Corban Crowther won “Senior male player of the year” and below are some of the 
highlights for the season. 

 
Runner up- Tennis Europe Grade 3 Amsterdam Netherlands 
Quarterfinals Tennis Europe Grade 1 Duren Germany 
Winner Tennis Europe Grade 2 Benidorm Spain 
 
Ranked #1 14U Boys 
Winner TNZ 14U Junior Masters 
Selected to represent NZ at #1 for December showdown in Melbourne Australia. 
 
NZ Nationals Championships 
3rd 16U singles, runner up doubles. 
Runner up 14U boys singles (top Kiwi ) runner up doubles. 
 
Selected for the 2018 ‘NZ Junior Davis Cup Team’ to travel to Malaysia. (April) 
 

Luis Luna won the “Western Bay of Plenty Coach of the year” award. This is a 
great result for both Luis and our club. 
 
Jack Quilty won the “Most promising player at the residentials” award. Well done 
Jack.  
                                                                                                                     
Tauranga Lawn interclub winners. 
Pre-Christmas Junior Interclub trophies went to: Div1 The Silths, Div3 
Stormtroopers, Div5 Strikeback. 
Post-Christmas: Div3 Stormtroopers, Div5 Strikeback. 
 
Senior Interclub winners: 
Our Women’s Premier team. 
Our Women’s Friday night doubles team “The Silver Foxes” 
Our Men’s A Grade Div1 Friday night team “Tauranga Lawn Blue”. 
 
In the WBOP Junior Residentials, winners were. 
14U Girls Doubles Emma Bartram and Sophie Karl 
14U Girls Singles Emma Bartram 
14U Boys Singles Jack Quilty 
14U Boys Doubles Sam Taane and Carrigan Hartley 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SENIOR CLUB DAYS 
 

Saturday afternoon is a major club day, starting at 1pm and running through to 
about 4pm. Following organised play there is an opportunity to socialise with other 
players. Older juniors are most welcome to join in. 
 
Mid-week Ladies’ club day is from 9am Wednesdays and there is also a mid-week 
men’s group starting at 9am on Tuesday mornings. 
 
A very popular morning’s tennis is held on Thursday mornings. Throughout the 
summer months this is run by our club and throughout the winter months by the 
Tennis Seniors WBOP. 
 
Tuesday morning men’s group is very popular, and they encourage players of all 
levels.  
 
Note: It is unlikely that spare courts will be available for use on club days for 
casual play, however members are encouraged to join in with club play. 
 

 JUNIORS REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The junior summer season is now over, and it was another great year.  

In interclub our 6 team results were as follows: 
 

Div. 1 and 2 teams came 2nd 
Div. 3 came 1st 
Div. 5 came 1st 
Green Ball 2nd 
Orange Ball 5th 
There have been reports of some altercations between parents at junior interclub 
this season, however I am very pleased to say that no Tauranga Lawn parents 
were involved in such behaviour. Parents and players continued to conduct 

 

 



themselves in a manner of which the club can be very proud. Well done to all our 
interclub players. 
We also ran our junior club champs a few weeks ago, we had a great turnout 
especially with the younger kids having a first go. 
 
Boys Red Hot Shots 1st Samuel Mead, 2nd Ashton Jarrat, 3rd Sam Ruthe 

Girls Red Hot Shots 1st Micke Venter, 2nd Tamara Morris, 3rd Caila Venter 

U10 Boys 1st Will Morris, 2nd Dylan Griffiths, 3rd Jas O'Connor 

U10 Girls 1st Brooke Valois, 2nd Emma Rogers, 3rd Katie Bartram 

U12 Boys 1st Cameron Aitchison, 2nd Oeluf Venter, 3rd William Dunne 

U12 Girls 1st Prachi Patel, 2nd Adina Cernat, 3rd Amelie Hoskin and Amelia 
Aitchison 
U14 Boys 1st Jack Quilty, 2nd Sam Taane, 3rd Carrigan Hartley 

U14 Girls 1st Emma Bartram, 2nd Teneille Mehrtens, 3rd Sophie Rogers 

U16 Boys 1st Jackson Loomb, 2nd Michael Chrisp, 3rd Nick Rea 

U16 Girls 1st Bethany Lake, 2nd Hannah Albertsma 

Phelan Cup Boys Jackson Loomb  

Phelan Cup Girls Emma Bartram 

Most Improved Boy Conrad Visagie  
 

Most Improved Girl Sophie Rogers 
 

Best Attitude Girl Tamara Morris 
 

Best Attitude Boy Cameron Aitchison 
 

Spirit of Tennis Award Chelsea Olesen 
 

In other news Julia Newman is having a successful time at the Indiana University 
Pennsylvania. She has been winning a lot of matches in the college circuit and is 
continuing to represent our club and region on the US college circuit. She worked 
really hard and overcame a few injuries to earn her success. She was a part of 
our winning premier ladies team this season. All the best to Julia for the rest of her 
season! 
Todd Morris, Junior Convenor 
 

BUSINESS HOUSE TENNIS 
 

 Business House has wound up for this season. It’s been fantastic to see new 
faces enjoying their tennis and also our awesome facilities’ This round we have 
had 9 teams playing every Monday night and boy have some players improved, 
it’s great to see people enjoying themselves so much in a sport we all love. The 
team to take the trophy home was Sly Slugs’. Thanks to Erika and Larry for 
helping me out this round, couldn’t do it without extra hands. That’s it for Business 
House until September.          Lou 
Reid 
 
 
 
 



 

OBITUARY 

 
John Mehaffey 1924 – 2017 

 
John Mehaffey was a valued member of Tauranga Lawn Tennis Club and Tennis 
Seniors Western Bay of Plenty for many years. 
John was a true all-round sportsman. He won the British Junior Doubles title in 
1945 and in 1950 was ranked number one in his state of South Australia. He 
played tennis against such players as Frank Sedgman in the Australian open 
tournaments. Later John won four Australian Seniors titles.  
John was ranked 1st in South Australia and 3rd in Australia in table tennis and won 
many State and National titles. He played competitive golf, A grade squash/ 
badminton and AFL for Club and State. 
John worked for the ABC for thirty-two years, both radio and television, covering 
nine different sports. 
John established the South Australian Seniors club and was president for thirteen 
years. He came to New Zealand with his wife Laurel, joined Tauranga Lawn and 
what is now known as Tennis Seniors WBOP and was president for six years. He 
won six national seniors doubles titles and six mixed doubles titles, many with 
Laurel who continues to be a loyal member of Tauranga Lawn. He won a doubles 
title at our club and represented New Zealand in Australasian and the ITFV’s 
world championships. 
In 1981 John attended a tennis officials course in Hong Kong and became an 
international tennis referee. 
John Mehaffey is fondly remembered by many, both in Australia and New Zealand 
and is sadly missed. 
 
 

NEW SOUND SYSESM 

A big thank you goes out to the Mid-Week Ladies group for their donation to the 
club of the new sound system in the downstairs office. Having an operating sound 
system will make it much easier to run club days and tournaments. The choice of 
wired or cordless microphones will add versatility. 
Many of the items around the club have been donated by Mid-Week Ladies in this 
way. They cater for tournaments and then donate back their earnings. However, 
they would not be too sad if other groups within the club wished to cater for some 
of the tournaments, to take the pressure off a little. 
 

CLUB THANK YOU 
 

In this newsletter we are acknowledging the unseen work done around the club by 
three of our most long-standing members, Carol Erickson, Peter Disney and Larry 
Edwards. 
Carol was secretary for our club for over three decades and is our current Vice 
President and life member. Carol is the source of information, anything we are not 
sure about and she is our first port of call. Carol is our wine and nibbles purchaser 
and creator of the bar roster. Also, she runs sponsors’ days and handles all the 



paper work for such events. Carol is also proof reader extraordinaire. There is far 
too much else she does to mention here, but we would be lost without her input. 
 
Peter Disney is also a life member of our club. Peter has been here forever and 
has held many club positions. Currently Peter is one of our club captains. Peter is 
always available to fill in where required, be it opening for club day, running the 
board or distributing the club tennis balls. 
 
Larry Edwards has also held club positions and is also on our committee. Much of 
the unseen work about the club is done by Larry, be it purchasing for the bar or 
handling the recycling. The work that he does can go almost unnoticed. Did the 
sausages cook themselves on the BBQ, did the dishwasher load itself and how 
come the chairs are all returned to where they belong? 
 
A big thank you goes out to all the volunteers within our club. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 

 

On most days we come across a certain amount of lost property on the courts, on 
the deck or inside the club house. This is collected and placed in the new lost 
property cupboard downstairs. So, if your child or husband has lost a drink bottle, 
racquet, hat, clothing etc. the chances are that it will be there. We keep it for a 
while and then if not claimed we donate to an opportunity shop. 
 
 

LUIS RACQUET DISPLAY  

 

Require a new racquet or perhaps a re-string of your existing one. Then talk to 
Luis. 

TENNIS SENIORS WBOP  

Tennis Seniors WBOP is a club for players over the age of 35 and is a way for 
these players to get more tennis. Tennis Western Bay Seniors is our Seniors 
association and represents the ten clubs of our area. The annual subscription is 
$20 per year and players must be a member of one of our local clubs. The 
associations are linked to Tennis Seniors NZ. 
Tennis Seniors NZ run both Nationals and Team Nationals. Western Bay Seniors 
run residential doubles, mixed doubles and singles and run various tournaments 
etc. They also run Thursday morning tennis throughout the winter months at our 
club. To join Tennis Seniors WBOP you can contact Lynda Fleming 
At tswbop@gmail.com  
At this year’s Nationals, John Beck and partner won the 65+ doubles and Dave 
Hawkes and partner won the 70 + doubles. Well done. 
 
This year it was the turn of Western Bay to host the National Easter Teams Event, 
Tauranga Lawn was one of four local clubs used for this event. We called for 
volunteers to help run this event held over three days. A big thank you goes out to 
our members who put their names forward as controllers, food sellers and bar 

mailto:tswbop@gmail.com


staff. Although the tennis was the biggest winner, we also made a profit of close to 
$2,000. 
The National Teams event is for teams of between four and six players, 
competing against the other associations of New Zealand in five-year age groups.  
Tauranga Lawn members who were part of winning teams are listed below. 
W60+ Sylvia Shipley 
W75+ Barbara Kimber, Maryanne McGarva and Shirley Morrison 
M50+ David Kidd, Grant Rau, Bruce Walpole and Rob Walpole 
M55+ Steve Bowen and Bruce MacPhail 
M65+ John Ballard and John Beck   
M70+ Dave Hawkes 
M75+ John Haines, Gary Lees, Mike Ross, Peter Stansfield and John Palmer 
  
Note: many other of our members were part of teams that finished in second or 
third placings. 
 

MIDWEEK LADIES REPORT 

 

Mid-week Ladies have had a great summer season! The weather has been 
stunning and the tennis equally enjoyable. 
  
Our Mid-Week Doubles Championship was held on the 28th of March and a Fun 
Tournament for the less competitive players was held 2 weeks prior to that. 
  
This year’s winners of our Gill Forrest Trophy are Amanda Jonker and Marisa 
Venter. The winners of the plate are Wendy Burke and Justine Drummond. 
Congratulations to these ladies and to all who took part. Unfortunately, the final of 
the Fun Tournament has not yet taken place but the day itself saw some great 
sportsmanship and it was lovely to see everyone “giving it a go” The hot cross 
buns and Easter eggs certainly added to the occasion! 
  
Thank you to our mid-week ladies who once again helped out over the Easter 
Tournament. It was wonderful to see some of the men helping in the kitchen as 
well this time. Reports back from the tournament have been most positive. 
  
Our Singles Championship were on the 2nd May, with Marisa Venter taking out the 
title with Amanda Jonker runner up and Anne Peel winning the plate. 
We also look forward to our Blomquist Tournament on the 30th May. 
  
Colder weather is certainly on its way but I’m sure that will not dampen our spirits. 
And a big THANK YOU once again to John, who keeps our courts in pristine 
condition not only on tournament days but every Wednesday. 

 

Erika DeGraaf 

FINDING MORE INFORMATION 
  

Don’t forget our great website run by Lisa Mahon for more information. A big thank 
you goes out to Lisa for this. : http://taurangalawntennisclub.org.nz/ 

http://taurangalawntennisclub.org.nz/


THANK YOU  to all our generous sponsors: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


