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Newsletter – December 2018 
 

                 Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all. 
 

SENIOR SATURDAY CLUB AFTERNOON  

 
Our Christmas Saturday club day will be on the 22nd December.  
We will put on nibbles and there will be a happy hour.  
An official Saturday club day will not be held on the 29th December,  
but I am sure that there will still be members coming to the club looking for 
a game.  
Please note there will be no club play on the 4th,5th, and 6th of January 
2019 as the courts will be in use for the Tennis Seniors Tournament. 
Saturday club days will be back in full swing on the 12th January 2019. 

 

MIDWEEK LADIES DATES 

Wednesday 19th December will be the final club morning for 2018. 
This will also be the date for the Mid-Week Ladies Christmas luncheon. 
Starts again Wednesday 9th January 2019. 

JUNIOR DATES 
 

Final coaching and club night for 2018 will be as at the end of school term 
four (21th January).  
Coaching and club nights start again in 2019 as at the start of school term 
one. 
Of course, the courts are available for you to come down for a hit anytime, 
just try to avoid club days as per the court usage schedule. 

 

THURSDAY CLUB MORNING 

Thursday club mornings will continue throughout the holiday period as the 
significant dates fall outside of club days. 

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
Our club mixed doubles championships were held on Saturday the 15th 
December. This event was sponsored by Health 2000 Mt Maunganui. 

Results later in this newsletter. 
Our club doubles championships will be held on the 9th February 2019.  

Our club singles championships will be held on the 13th April 2019  
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with finals on the 27th April 2019. These two events are sponsored by Bay 
Physiotherapy Centre. 

More details for both tournaments to follow closer to the time. 
 

OTHER TOURNAMENTS (Seniors 35+) 

Tennis Seniors Western Bay of Plenty are hosting their annual 
tournament at our club on the 4th, 5th and 6th of January 2019. 
Singles on the Friday, Doubles on the Saturday and Mixed on the Sunday. 
Entries for this tournament can be made with Lynda Fleming at 
tswbop@gmail.com  
Becoming a member of Tennis Seniors WBOP is another way of getting 
more tennis. 
Our Mid-Week Ladies are again doing the catering for this event and 
would be very grateful for more helpers to come forward and for home 
baking to be provided. We will send out a reminder closer to the date 
regarding this, or contact Erika de Graaf on 5758156 
 

CHRISTMAS WISHES FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

As 2018 draws to a close, it’s a good time to reflect on the Club’s activities 
during the year.    There have been a few wet weekends recently affecting 
club days, but overall, living in the sunny Bay of Plenty ensures we get 
plenty of opportunities for tennis year-round. 
  
As one of the biggest clubs in this rapidly growing region, our membership 
numbers are on a par with recent years. If you have new neighbours, 
friends in the area, encourage them to come along and join us.  There are 
ample options for players of all abilities to enjoy their tennis – be it at 
championship level, interclub, business house, senior, purely social or 
with the budding juniors under Luis encouraging guidance.   
  
This schedule of activity does require lots of support and commitment by 
many.   The huge contribution of your committee members, much of their 
work done behind the scenes, ensures your club days run 
smoothly. Christmas is a great time to acknowledge them all, and I 
encourage you as members to take time to express your own gratitude for 
their efforts, when you see them. 
  
Wishing you all a happy Christmas, an enjoyable summer with lots of 
tennis, and may all your drop shots be winners. 
  
Keith Kerr 
 
 

 

mailto:tswbop@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS FUNCTION 

 
As advised, our Christmas function was held at Rye kitchen on Wharf 
Street on the 11th December. This night was enjoyed by all who attended. 
Thanks go to Carol Erickson for arranging this, this year. 
 

Court and Lighting report 
 

As you all know, the lighting project on courts five to ten is complete. 
Perhaps a little adjusting but reports so far are encouraging. The next 
thing to happen will be the renewal of the court base and surface for 
courts Five to Seven (to start 21st January). John Palmer and Shane 
Marshall have been leading this project with Gareth Minshall finding the 
funding. 
TECT have provided $100,000, NZCT 43,500, Pub Charity $15,000, the 
Racing Board $15,000, Grass Roots $5,000 and Infinity Foundation 
$4,000. Our club will contribute around $120,000. 
I have applied for funding for the next project, which is to replace the 
lighting on courts one to four. And then…. 
At some stage, not too far in the distance, we will hold a grand opening for 
this. Acknowledging our sponsors is important.  
 

Junior Coaching Sponsorship 

 
 We have been successful with grants of $5,000 from both The Southern 
Trust and The One Foundation. We thank them very much for this. 
 

SENIOR INTERCLUB RESULTS 

 
Tauranga Lawn had five teams playing in the Friday night pre-
Christmas, Bay wide interclub competitions.  
Several of our junior players, played in our senior teams, including 
Jackson Loomb, Emma Bartram, Jack Quilty and Bethany Lake. This 
was great to see. Without exception, they played very well. 
Our Women’s doubles team (Tauranga Lawn Blue) won their division 
and we congratulate them for this. The team was Michel Galloway 
(captain), Amanda Jonker, Wendy Burke and Emma Bartram. Playing, 
reserves, Justine Drummond, Anne Peel, Shirley Morrison and Bethany 
Lake all played their part in the success of this team.           

Our Women’s team (I-B-Pro-Fun) were hit with injuries but despite 
this, finished mid-table in Division 1. 
On the Men’s side, our A1 team (Tauranga Lawn Blue) were also beset 
with injuries but still won six of the seven contests competed in and 
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finished a very credible second. Our two Men’s A2 teams, The Stringers 
and the Rebels finished up third and fourth respectively in their 
competition. 
A note here: Unlike most other clubs, we did not use any players in any 
of our teams, who are not members of our club. 
 

POST CHRISTMAS SENIOR INTERCLUB ENTRIES 

 
Western Bay are offering alternatives for senior interclub in 2019. There 
is the traditional Mixed Doubles format and a Men’s A grade and 
Women’s A Grade competition. Competition to start on the 8th February 
2019. 
The mixed will be for teams of two men and two women playing the two 
forms of doubles and the A grade will be teams of four with singles and 
doubles. More than four can be named and in the A grade and players 
may play the singles, doubles or both. 
Please get you names to me by the 20th January 2019. Include all the 
options, such as, I wish to play in Bla Bla competition but if there are not 
enough numbers then put me in for Bla Bla etc. 
Phone me, John Ballard 5525630 or email tltcsecretary@gmail.com.  
There will also be a notice on the club’s notice board for entries. 
Working in with preferences where possible, the match committee will 
finalise the teams. 
 

THANK YOU   

 
In each of our newsletters I try to thank some of our volunteers. This 
time, thanks go to Helene Paterson for being our Kitchen and Bathroom 
purchasing officer, Shirley Morrison for being our flower power person 
(looks after flower tubs), Gordon Paterson for controlling the climbing 
plants around the top deck and Graham Basham for using his 
seamanship skills to sew up nets if required. 
Also, those who step in and use the Ausie Clean Sweep if the courts 
are messy outside of the regular sweeps. 
There are too many to mention here, but if we all do our bit, then it 
works out.  
 
Thanks everyone 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tltcsecretary@gmail.com
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MIDWEEK LADIES 

 
2018 has certainly been a busy year! Where has the time gone! 
Despite the rather wet weather lately we’ve had some sunny Wednesdays 
with good turnouts. Midweek continues to be a fun, friendly morning’s 
tennis where all are welcome. Our Open Day this season was a great 
success, with the ladies dressing up for the occasion, (I believe we even 
had a Serina lookalike!) 
We’ve had some mixed results on the Interclub level. Our First Division 
team won 3 out of 6 matches and our 2nd Division team won 3 out of 5 
matches. Well done to all teams!  We certainly hope that we will be able to 
put more teams forward for next season. It really is a great way to improve 
your tennis and we would like to encourage the new ladies who have 
joined to give it a go! The Interclub Prize Giving will be held at our club 
house on 10 December. 
I would like to thank my committee and in particular, Anne Peel for taking 
over my role while I was overseas. You did an amazing job, Anne and 
your diplomatic approach in dealing with interclub is most appreciated 
Midweek ladies have once again been approached and agreed to do the 
catering for the Seniors Tournament on the 4,5,6 January. We would like 
to appeal to all members of the club to lend a hand. If you can help in any 
way, please contact me on 021 746779. Home baking really helps raise 
our profits! 
Our Christmas lunch and closing day will be held on 19 December. The 
committee have decided to hold a raffle, proceeds of which will be 
donated to Hospice. We will donate our usual food hamper to Food Bank 
in winter as it is felt this is when need is greatest. Our opening day will be 
Wednesday 9 January. 
Merry Christmas Everyone. 
Erika         
 

MONDAY NIGHT BUSINESS HOUSE 

We were unable to run our normal spring Monday night business house 
competition this year due to the disruption of installing new court lighting 
on courts five to ten. We are however able to offer this tennis, starting 
early March 2019. This is a fun social evening complete with BBQ. You 
may enter a team or efforts will be made to make up teams of 
individuals. 
Contact Peter Disney ph. 5765536 and he will liaise with the other great 
people who will help with the running of this. 
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JUNIORS 

Junior tennis at Tauranga Lawn is well underway for the season. This 
year is again a very successful year for us regarding numbers and 
participation in interclub. We have a 2 Orange ball teams and 2 Green ball 
teams as well as several teams for the more advanced players. This is 
really pleasing as it shows that tennis at cub is growing from the bottom 
up. This year we again did school visits with our club coaches and 
introduced over 500 kids in our area to tennis at their own school. 
We also have 3 of our juniors attending national junior teams’ events, 
Jackson Loomb, Hannah Walpole and Jack Quilty. 
Regarding Jackson Loomb it is with sadness that I need to acknowledge 
that Jackson is leaving our club as his family is moving to Auckland. 
Jackson will be greatly missed by many in the junior club, and indeed 
many in the senior club. His behaviour on the court was exemplary often 
putting his older opponents to shame with his calm and polite demeanour. 
He has shown great loyalty to this club and represented us every chance 
he got, and last year he entered the Men’s Senior Club Singles 
championship and managed to win it. I would like to think that if Jackson 
ever finds his way back to living in Tauranga, he will call Tauranga Lawn 
yet again his tennis home. Good luck Jackson. 
Jack Quilty has started playing in the men’s Friday night competition and 
has acquitted himself very well. It is a great opportunity for younger 
players to take this step and play a few more Wiley campaigners who 
have a few more tricks up their sleeves, I am pleased that Tauranga Lawn 
consistently involves juniors in its senior teams to help them progress. 
As reported in previous email’s it is great to see how well Corban 
Crowther is doing on the world stage, this must be great inspiration to 
others. 
 
Merry Christmas 
Todd Morris, Junior Convenor 

 
 

TAURANGA LAWN SENIOR MIXED DOUBLES RESULTS 
 

Championship winners Sussa Bailey and Grant Rau 
Championship runners-up Denise Jones and Steve Bowen 
Championship consolation winners Elena Smirnova and Dave Hawkes 
Plate winners Wendy Burke and Ian Lowe 
Plate consolation winners Anne Peel and Dave Peel 
Congratulations to these players and in fact to all of the players who 
took part in our Club Championships. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to our new members who 
have joined us recently: 
 
We hope you all enjoy your time with us and really get involved with 
everything the club has to offer. If you have any queries, please don’t 
hesitate to ask. 
 
A major source of information is our web site run by Lisa Mahon. 
www.taurangalawntennisclub.org.nz    
 

SENIOR INTERCLUB FEEDBACK 
 

I have already received some feedback from a couple of members 
regarding senior interclub. Western Bay will want to know. Please get 
back to me with any thoughts regarding format, times, days, locations 
etc.etc. tltcsecretary@gmail.com  
 

 SENIOR MEMBERS COACHING 
 

We have a couple of senior members who would like to have some 
coaching with Luis and his team of coaches. They would prefer group 
lessons, so if you are interested in this, contact Luis and perhaps it will 
work out. 

CONGRATULATIONS LUIS                                                                                               
 

Luis has again won the “Coach of the Year” award for the Western Bay 
region, which is a great result for both Luis and our club. Congratulations 
Luis. 

VISITORS’ FEES 
 

Club members are welcome to bring visitors to the club. If you do, it is 
your responsibility to ensure the visitor’s fee is paid. The fee is a 
minimum of $5 per person per hour. The fee is to be paid before play. 
The fee is minimal. It has been the same for many years and we’d like to 
keep it at this very reasonable rate.  
 
Parents of juniors can play with their junior for no charge. If they decide to 
play with their spouse or other adult, then they need to pay a visitor’s fee, 
unless both players’ children are being coached at the time in a club 
organised coaching session. 
 

file:///C:/Users/Anita/Desktop/John%20Ballard/Club%20Newsletters/Pre%202018%20AGM/www.taurangalawntennisclub.org.nz
mailto:tltcsecretary@gmail.com
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Something to consider: if someone asks you to let them in through the 
gate, they may not be club members. Otherwise they’d have the code. 
Please do not latch the gates unless it is a club day or club coaching 
session. If you have latched the gate it is your responsibility to unlatch it 
when you leave. 

 
 
 
 
 

We wish all members a great festive season 
and look forward to seeing you in the New 
Year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

9 

 
 
 

THANK YOU to all our generous sponsors: 
 

 

 

 


